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Camp near Nicholsville 

Sept 8
th
 1863 

 

Dear Sister Mary: 

 

 I sent you a letter Saturday morning saying I should write again and send you two dollars 

I will enclose you $2 which I hope will arrive safely probably this is the last letter for some time 

you will get from me at H and it may be this will arrive after you have left.  In my next letter 

shall send home to Father $5 making $10.  Which if he wants to use he may have I want him to 

get some clothes for himself and Mother with it Tell him not to say anything to Newell or anyone 

else that it is coming then it won’t be so likely to be stolen if it is lost it can’t be helped.  I would 

name the day I send $5 but given it is not best. 
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It is now 9 o’clock at night we have been having a social chat over the few names of the 

drafted from Hillsboro.  I was sorry to find my name not among the list of letters in to-nights 

mail.  But perhaps I shall get one to-morrow night which will give the names of all the drafted.  

We have been talking about who will shell out the $300 and who will come and I am afraid but 

few will come Tiba had a letter naming those from the Lower Village, Crooker one which named 

Marcy Barker M. Templeton and one more at the Bridge this is all I have heard.  I suppose there 

is great excitement and people think it is $300 or their life and will pay the money.  Now I tell 

you how we look at it.  When we first heard the names of a few drafted who were so scared last  
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fall we felt glad and laughed heartily.  I wonder if any of them will show fight.  I guess they will 

hardly want to begin war on Uncle Sam.  I don’t pity republicans more than democrats 

republicans ought to be willing to come if they are consistant.   It seems to me people are very 

follish to pay $300 to get rid of this draft at this period of the war they ought to be glad to come 

at this late hour thus avoiding the darkest period the greatest hardships and severest fighting.  I 

hope of any if my friends come they will enter Co. B. 11
th
 N H V  This is a grand time of the 

year to come and we can get nowhere in Burnsides Department but what the climate is quite 

healthy.  More than that we shall have a Col who is a man and can look at a private. Conscripts 

will  
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find out after a few months what a great thing it is to have a man in command if the Reg who is 

not a tyrant. 

 

I tell you there will be some tall cheering when Col. comes to the Reg.  Mary if you go to 

B. as you probably will have Anna write pretty often Tell Sarah Rumrill Sarah Taggard and 

Frances I shall want to hear from them oftener.  Let Anna writ for Father and Mother unless 

Father feels like writing.  Sometimes they will wish to explain something which A. can not so 

well then perhaps Sarah Rumrill will write.  Write just as soon as you get this.  What you hear 

from Frank R. and all the news.  I have been waiting a long time for a letter from James he is 

awful stuck about writing.  If he cant write to me I want to him that is all.  Did you receive that 

letter of two big sheets written to James at Mill Dale but directed to Father? 

 

Write me if you get these rebel papers Write me if Ed. Mack is in Winchendon and if his adress 

the same as before 
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