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Afternoon June 28
th

 

 

Still I am here & this letter has not gone yet. I am wanting to write a little more about 

affairs in our Regt We yesterday lost our firmest friend and best officer, our beloved Colonel 

Walter Harriman having resigned his commission started for home yesterday after-noon. His 

leaving us caused such a feeling of sorrow & sadness as I never saw in our Reg. before, the boys 

all felt that the man who was always with us, ready to lighten our burdens or cheer us on the 

dreary march, was soon to go where he could befriend no more.  

 

The feeling of regret was mingled with a feeling of anger against those men who have 

driven him away that they might gain his position & wear the eagle on their 
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strap. There are a number of officers who have worked against Col Harriman their motive being 

self promotion, & their charge that he had done things detrimental to good discipline or in other 

words that he would not be a tyrant would not treat his men like inferior beings nor drink liquor 

enough to make a fool of himself as most of the officers do But Col H. carries with him to NH 

the the [sic] sympathy & best wishes of evry private in the NH 11
th
 they always will remember 

him & honor him. I fear we shall never have another Col who will gain the affections of his men 

as he has Next to the loss of our Col our (Co D) 1
st
 Lieu. David C. Harriman (The Col. brother) 

resigning was our greatest loss. He was a kind hearted man 
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did not feel above his men & always tried to cheer & help us in evry way possible, but he has left 

us in evry way possible, but he has left us for about the same reasons which caused the Col. to 

resign. I almost forgot to tell you that the Col. at the close of dress parade Friday night made us a 

farewell speech it was quite affecting & noticed there was a good many tears shed. he 

complimented us highly for our fidelity; he had nothing to say to the officers. 

 

 Probably C. of H. resigning now will be used by his political enemies as a hobby against 

him but I guess he looses less than me. I look forward to see him with a Brigadier’s stars on his 

shoulders. Lieu. David Harriman said he should go to H. & will call & see you  
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June 29
th 

 

Yesterday Morning we were ordered to march we broke camp early & marched about 10 

miles in a south east south & south west direction At our camp at Mill Dale we were on Grants 

right now we are near the center Gen Logan’s I hardly expect any fighting. For I don’t think 

Johnson can raise force enough to attack us. Rumor has it that we marched here as the divns in 

V. were nearly gone there would be a desperate attempt to break our lines somewhere. Yesterday 

was a hot day & we sweat like buchers marching. I slept nicely last night The nights are splendid 

here. The band plays near evry evening. “Yankee Doodle” “Marching Along,” “We will rally 

around the Flag boys” “The girl I left behind me” & c. when well played these splendid 

moonlight evenings are cheering tunes to go to sleep by I learn that the cause of our letters not 

coming are being directed Via Cinnci there is no one to look after & send them on. but a few day 

a man was sent back after them. Please direct  

 

Co. D 11
th
 NHV. 

2d Brigade 2 Div 

9 Army Corps 

Near Vicksburg Miss 

 

July 1
st
 and still no mail, no papers no news The outside world is a mystery to us Please mail me 

a letter just as soon as you get this. We are living high just men. I had tea & hard tact for 

breakfast yesterday hard tact & coffee for dinner coffee & hard tact for supper toasted hard tact 

& coffee for breakfast I must go a blackberrying now they are  pretty much played out but 

nothing like trying 
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