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No. 1 

 

Head Quarters 2
nd

 Div 9
th

 ac  

Annapolis MD 

April 13
th

, 1864 

 

Dear Friends at home: 

 

I sent you a letter last Monday morning and received No 1 the same evening I have not 

had time to write until this afternoon. I am well as ever & enjoying myself finely we are now 

living at ease, compared to soldiers life in Tenn. The 9
th

 AC. are encamped on both sides the 

Annapolis & Elkridge RR. extending five or six miles from Annapolis  

 

The soil here is very sandy very much like that of Newport News so every rain (a little of 

which we have most evry day) does not make a paste of the soil like as it does in Ky & Tenn.  
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This noon Lieut. General Grant & Gen. Burnside road up through the camps & on their 

way back the regiments & brigades which had been formed into line were received by them. Gen 

Grant closely inspected evry regiment. He is the same good natured looking fellow we saw at 

Vicksburgh. One would hardly suppose from the little show he makes that he is next to President 

Lincoln the highest officer in the country. I noticed he carried a sort of riding whip in his hand 

which he smartly applied at times to his rather fractous horse. This shows he is a little odd & 

don’t go in for spurs. 

 

 I wrote you in my last letter that I wanted you to send me a pair of drawers also a good 

pair of stockins. I went over to the Sanitary Commission this forenoon and got my allowance of 

under clothing, viz a  
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good woolen shirt one pr. of woolen socks one pr. of cotton drawers thread pins &c. They intend 

to give evry man in the 9
th

 Corps (or as many as will go often it) a suit of under clothing. Now 

you see I shall not need either the socks or the drawers at least this spring you will please keep 

them until I send for them I shall need them next winter perhaps. I intend to send home by 

express a box containing my overcoat and some other things which I don’t really need, think I 

shant send it for several weeks yet, want to get the use of my coat a while longer. I hope you 

have received the letter I sent you from Baltimore I have not received the two letters you say you 

have written me They may find their way back yet. I was very negligent about writing while in 

Tenn because I could hardly ever get a  
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letter & could not learn as those letters I did write ever reached their proper destination. Now I 

am where I have more time to write & my friends will soon hear from me.  

 

By the way I am writing this letter on paper you sent by Capt. Cogswell last summer I put 

the paper & envelopes in Modica’s portfolio which portfolio was put in Wm. Carter’s valise as 

we came up the Mississippi he was taken sick at Covington & just joined us the other day. We 

were paid off yesterday the alotments go to Concord as before I expected to get the whole 

amount here I received $16.00 $36 you will get a receipt for from C. I will send Tomorrow or 

next day by express $20 To Father I want you Mary to take $5 of it and give Mother $5 also the 

other $10 I will give to Father. Tell him to use it. Not put it on interest for me. I want Mother to 

take this money & buy something she needs I know she needs it. I intended to send some money 

to James but not receiving only $16 had none worth a while Mary write me often & all the home 

news Direct to Annapolis  

 

Truly your Son & Brother W.J. Templeton 
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