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13
th

/62 [September 13, 1862] 

Washington, D.C. East Capitan Hill Camp Lpt. 

 

Dear Brother:  

 

We arrived here in the Capital at 7 this morning. We left Concord at 9 AM Thursday got 

to Stonington at 9 evening, took the Steamer Plymouth Rock for Jersey City. We went up N.Y. 

Harbor at about sunrise Friday, here we waited till noon, took train for Philadelphia arrived at 8 

o’clock in evening. They gave us a generous welcome all through N.H & Mass. but Phila. done 

the best here we got a free lunch, stopped on the Common till midnight when quarters were 

secured for us in the Freight depot where we slept till morning, then at 7 took the train for 

Baltimore.  

 

It was one continuous ovation all through N.J. and reached its climax at Phila. all along at 

every house they showed their  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



PAGE 2 

 

loyalty by cheering and waving handkerchiefs. At Burlington N.J. they loaded us down with 

peaches, watermelons, muskmelons and apples, which they tossed into the cars as they passed 

slowly along (we were in two trains 11 cars each) here they introduced the practice of shaking 

hands with every soldier they met at Philadelphia the streets were lined with young ladies, little 

boys and girls, each eager to take every soldiers hand, everyone saying good buy &c. 

 

 Every little boy wanted to do us some favor and thought they could not do too much.  

 

In Baltimore it was the reverse, we marched through the streets silently not a cheer being 

given or received once in a while a handkerchief was waved, but a good many turned away from 

us in contempt.   

 

Since we entered Md. every thing looks shabby dirty and old fashioned. We don’t see the 

thrift of NE. here.  
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Have been busy fixing our tents this PM. We marched to East Capital Hill at 11 in a 

burning hot sun but us yankees could not stand that, we very soon made us shelter by stacking 

our rifles and spreading our blankets over them. I guess we shall sleep well tonight for we have 

had no good sleep for three nights I enjoy camp life well it agrees with me first rate.  

 

Washington is not such a city as I expected, it is a nasty old fashioned place that is what I 

saw of it. The streets are the most dirty of any city I ever saw.  

 

Nearly a day Reg’s have come in and camped on this elevation of land in sight of here 

today. It has not appeared much like sunday to me. There are several companies of light artillery 

encamped on this hill, it seems like one vast military camp.  

 

The ground we occupy is the very very best about here much better than in Concord.  
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The opinion here is that McClelen will bag the entire rebel army in MD. There is rumor 

that the Rebels have driven in our pickets 6 miles from here. I think the vicinity of Washington 

will be cleared of rebels soon. Our Reg. has received a good deal of praise on the way, their fine 

looking appearance being spoken of frequently a great many spoke of our being clothed very 

well.  

 

We are armed with the Springfield Rifle. 

 

I received your letter just before leaving C. 

 

The mail leaves soon and I must close. Write soon direct to the care of Capt. Cogswell 

(not Coggswell) (Co D 11
th

,, NHV., D.C. To follow the Reg.) as we may leave soon. Tell Wm to 

write me. 

 

        Yours truly, W.J. Templeton 

 

James M. Templeton  
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