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Camp at Covington 

Aug. 25
th

 1863 

 

Dear Friends at Home: 

 

I sent Anna a letter last Friday which has probably reached H. by this time so you will be 

repeating a letter with a picture from me. I neglected going over the river Saturday and that night 

we had orders to be ready to move at 5 AM. Sunday but after packing all up & waiting till noon 

the discovery was suddenly made that we had no transportation. 

 

 Yesterday we were waiting all day but no cars. so I stole a march over to Cincinnati & 

got two pictures taken one I send in this, the other I send to James. They only cost 25 cts each 

you will see the Mississippi campaign took some flesh off from me 
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 I want you to send me Fathers & Mothers pictures if you can Mary yours I have got yet I 

carry it in my memorandum It got stained some for my mem. got wet during those tremendous 

showers on the Big Black 

 

 Frankie’s and Emma’s pictures I shall expect when you get to Boston. The $5 I sent you 

may have Mary to go to Boston with. I shall get paied again probably in less than a fortnight then 

shall get $8 pay and $10.57 balance due me on clothing making $18.57. 

 

 If Father can spare the money I would like him to have him get cloth enough for two 

good shirts such as I had last fall. The cloth I should like rather dark but not too coarse for I shall 

probably wear undershirts in the cold weather. Those shirts made for me last Fall have lasted till 

now one I lost on the march from Jackson. The other will last me till I can get some from home I 

send a strip of paper 
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which you can use for a measure of the ristbands the measure is the bigness of my rist little 

loose, you must make it enough larger for srinkage and so forth. The measure for the neck is just 

the bigness of my neck so you must make allowance for srinkage & c. be sure & get them large 

enough 

 

  I want two pockets in each shirt and one in the left inside hung on as those were last Fall 

not sewed on, the other on the right side to put in pockethand open outside. I want the shirts 

made pretty good length for in the course of a year they will shrink awfully  

 

 Don’t make them too large round for they don’t srink that way. I shall probably want 

some drawers in about 6 weeks but don’t want to bother with them now. Government shirts and 

drawers are poor things some of the boys wear out 3 & 4 prs. in a year Two fellows from 

Henniker are expecting furloughs if we don’t go from here for two or three  
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days they may get them here if not they will start soon after reaching our new camp. I have a 

valise which I shall let Ferren from Henniker take he will bring you a bundle mostly of relicts 

from Jackson and take out the shirts. I may think of something else in my next he will probably 

stop 30 days he will bring the bundle to our house. Does my old watch go now? I may have it 

sent to me this fall I hope you don’t h pay tax on it. I work hard enough work for Uncle Sam 

without paying taxes 

 

 I expect to hear about the draft in to-night mail. Tell father I shall send home $12 if 

nothing happens when paid off next time. I hope you will not go to B till the bundle come as 

there are some things I want you to take to James shall write particulars. Be sure & stop at 

Hooksett am going to write to J. soon haven’t got answer to my letter sent to her at Crown 

Orchard KY. Had a letter from James & Mrs C. while at Milldale hall write soon 

One Cap. 2 lieuts & 6 non commissioned officers from the 11
th

 start in a few days for Concord to 

take out conscripts we expect 200 for the 11
th

 Those that get into the 11
th

 will be lucky You 

never wrote me about my overcoat how did it get home in good shape? I shall draw a new one I 

guess Father may have it 

 

Did you see the resolutions we passed in regard to our Col printed in the Boston Journal 

of July 30 or 31st   Col Harrinan is coming back Oh! How we will cheer when he comes  

 

Tell Frank Rumrill to be sure & write to me soon W.J. Templeton 

 

Please send me a few stamps 
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