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No. 9

On board Steamship “44” bound for Baltimore Mar 27" 8. AM
Dear Friends

| wrote you yesterday saying we were to bid good buy to Newport News & we did last
night just at dark. We are now two thirds of the way to Baltimore This is a big steamship the
whole of our Reg. & parts of the 34 Mass. & 51% NY. Are on this vessel The upper & lower
decks are as ful as they can stand. Last night was rather a rough night for us not a space a foot
square was left. but a complete sea of graw blankets & snoring soldiers. If one passed the night
without being trod on he was lucky The boat goes so I can’t write very well gues I wait till we
get on the B&O. R.R.
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Baltimore Md. Mar. 28" 1863

We arrived here last night at about 9 o’clock I selpt on the upper deck I had the stars & a
clear sky for a shelter was woke up quite suddenly this morning by the rain pattering in my face
it is now raining in torrents (10> AM) Baltimore peddlors are thick as bees in a clover field. but |
have had a good breakfast of graham bread & butter | eat the tomato last night. | guess | have
got enough to last till I get to Kentucky. This box will do me a good deal of good for it has come
when there was nothing else but hard tack & “salt horse”

Baltimore is a nice city to what | have seen in dixie. It seems as though we had got into
civilization again to see hacks &
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omnabusses driven through the streets & men & women walking about with a funny concerns
spread over their heads which they can open & shut as pleasure it is a wonderful thing & 1 guess
government will furnish the soldiers with them if the war lasts long enough.

4 P.M. Have just got on board the train. We marched through the streets of Baltimore for
about two miles. We thought it quite a nice city. We found a few flags to cheer

Sunday Mar. 29" did not get much sleep last night we were rattled along the Penn. R.R.
most too fast for us to get much sleep. We are in baggage cars & they wiggle & jar a good deal.
We have just finished up the last of the mince pies they tast good this cold day We are now 9
o’clock at Mifflin Penn passed Harrisburg
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about 4 this morning We have passed through a splendid country quite hilly but looks like good
land | see some nice fields of Winter wheat The buildings are very good all through the state and
there are some splendid residinces. We find the people very patriotic all along the rout. The
stars & stripes is all that will bring out a cheer from us & if it is waved by a pretty girl, we give
the flag some rousing cheers The dogs and roosters in this state are patriotic. When the ladies
are waving handkerchiefs from the windows the dogs are waging their tales & roosters crowing.
The hogs are “secesh” don’t mind us. We are now running along the bank of the Susquihanna.

Mar. 30™

We arrived at Altoona at about 4 oclock The people were just coming from Church This
is a splendid place it is all new the streets regular & the houses elegant They had a lot of nice
coffee here milk & sugar in it furnished by the patriotic citizens. We also got some coffee at
York Penn. At 11 Sat night We left A. at 4 & rode over the Alleghany Mts. it was a wonderful
work building that R.R. over the Mts three engines were put on at A two forward one behind in
this manner we wer shoved up a gradual rise of land for several miles taking quite a crooked
course.



