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Camp near London 

Oct 13
th
 1863 

 

Dear Brother & Sister: 

 

 Your welcome letters of Sept 5 (ment Oct 5
th
 I reckon) and Oct- came to hand last night.  

We have had no mail for nearly 10 days until last night, and I had been thinking evry day I must 

write to you but did not get at it.  Now I will write you this and send to-day which you will 

please sent to Hillsboro.  I have not heard from H. direct and don’t know whether I shall get my 

shirts &c by the Furlough men or not, except they are between Cincinnati and this place and will 

be in camp in a day or two.  I shall write home when Fitz Cogswell gets back to the Regt  I 

would not trouble you to send this to H. but I put on my last stamp and shall have to borrow next 

time  Stamps 
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cannot be obtained very easily here  I wish you or James to send me a few occasionally.  We still 

remain here although threatened by orders to report to Knoxville.  The remainder of our Brigade 

has gone past and are now nearly to Cumberland Gap.  When our train get up we shall move on 

unless we get detailed to remain here as post guard.  We all hope to stop here as it will be so 

much easier for us.  still we hardly dare to hope for it has always been our luck to be constantly 

on the move.  However it rained hard last night and is now raining easily  the trains will be 

delayed owing to the bad roads made worse by the mud so we cannot get off for several days.  I 

received you letter that you wrote on arriving at B. and the pictures all safe, I was very glad to 

receive them and I thank you Mary for I guess it was through your  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



PAGE 3 

 

efforts I get them, I think Mother is looking quite well.  Father seems to look sort of care worne, 

I am affraid he works too hard.  I shall keep these and your (Mary) ambrotypes carefully in my 

memorandum, for it is a great pleasure to me to set the three all in a row and look at you all if I 

have to resort to the slow process of pen and ink to talk with you.  I hope Father and Mother will 

not have to travel so far or go through so many battles with me as you have Mary but we can’t 

tell what another year will bring forth 

  

 It is now 13 months since I entered the service.  We have during these 13 months traveled 

on land and water by rail, steamboat, and by marches about 5000 miles.  If we travel as far for 

the next year we shall have got pretty well over the Southern Confederacy 

  

 I am in the hopes of getting Emma’s and Frankies ambrotypes soon 
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The death of John Symonds was sad and unexpected news to me  I wrote him a letter a 

few weeks ago but probably he never received it.  Mrs. Rumrill died very suddenly probably the 

long sickness and death of Obadiah hastened her death, as she, thought everything of Frank O. 

 

 You seeme Mary to think Boston rathr a hard city to find ones way in  I suppose you 

think as I did at first  I wondered how one could find his or her way among such a hustle and 

bustle much less know what to do in such a mass of confusion, but I soon got over that  

 

 I was surprised to learn of Anna Peaslys marriage.  We can see plainly now why Joel 

would rather pay $600 than come to the war.  There seems to be a great deal of marrying among 

the stay at homes but I guess the best and prettiest girls will wait till “this cruel war is over” and 

give us soldiers a chance. 

 

Please tell Mother I want she should knit me a pair of gloves not too thick and bungling and send 

them by mail to me 
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