FRED FOX
Cambridge, Massachusetts

January 21, 1966

FOX: Well, we were four years separated, and actually Jon was pr bably closer
friends with my sister. We were initially friends as children of physicians...
family. That's the way the acauaintance came about and was sustained through the
years. Actually T think, well, Jon and I spoke some the last couple of years
before tie summer, and I think it was them that the friendship was closest.
Actually T didn't consider myself one of *is close personal friends. I didn't
go to school with nim...was equally close to both Jon and nis mother, and I
think they were close to me in that same respect...le was also a very good friend
of my first brot:er-in-law...He was a friend, yes. They used to raise hell
together ia sigh school...
(Fox says to get in touch with Bob McFarlaa. He has his address.)

Jon vas a year older than my sister. And families would get together...
gocial affairs and a vlay and what-not. Tirst instance when I can remember
Jon raising hell, which is quite typical of Jin. It was just an amusing anec-
dote, kids five or six years of age told what areas of the house were restricted
including such areas as the upstairs and the garage. Typical of Jon and my sister,
they were found up in the zarage chopping a hole through the floor to see Jjust how
safe it was. CSort of thing I picture as characteristic of Jon, and I don't think
ke ever lost that either. ¥e still had it with him. He was about six or seven.

And then in nigh sckool even, there was the time Jon 2ad my brother-in-law
were out driving arouad--probably drink or something but mostly driving--raisiag
hell at nisht, and Joa snuck up on tie back roof...

Always seemed strange that Jon would go to VWMI...

His relationship with his mother and the family briefly...Jon and I think

his sister--but his sister to a less extent, I think--rebelled a little bit agaianst .
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_ris mother. She was quite a bit more distant from the children, I think, than
thelr father was. Zhe seemed wrapped up, so to speak, in her affairs and clubs
and tihis, that and the other thing and was very independent. I don't know what
she expeéted of them...tre children, really. I know that she gave the appearance
of bveing quite apart from them sometimes. I know that Joa's father, I belileve,

did o fishing with trhem and got togethner with them in what little time he did
have away from tre office...particularly ris being in obstretical practice. Very
well liked in the community, themost well liked of the physicians there in Keene.
I think both Jon and his sister were a little less than happy the way hisnother
kept house, seemed not to lkeep nhouse, disorganized and laissez-faire attitude
toward housekeepin:; and homemaking. I cdoa't really know how close Joa and his
sister were. I don't thiok 1t ever came up in my discussioas.

Well.,...When you called and said Connie had referred to me as a close friend,

sald something to you then--I didn't put it in that category--as it happened,
the last couple of years Jon had very strong sympathies to?}ew events in my life
and my sister's iife and we shared a few ideas about that. I saw him on an occa-
sional vacation, but we had no ongolng correspondence particularly. We knew each
other from the same backgrcund tirough the vears. It was that sort of friendship.,
I feel as close to nis mothner as I did to Jon. So, it's a bit misleadingeccsccccss
Over all family picture perhaps, but not Jon particularly....

Did not surprise me that Jon went to Selma....Joa was the type who would go
on stronger coanviction than martyrdom...This was what I understood...that Jon would
want to help in the education of some of tre less fortunate people who happened
to be 1in the negro district and Jon wanted to work through the church as much as
possible. I know that he said that =e tried around...the chapel also to speak
with some of the Spiscopal personnel I believe 1an the other churches in town to
,ry to work from this viewpoiat. I think was frustrated, thworted in some of his

--many of hig--attempts--to do it through the congregation because they were pre-
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iominantly...It would be an adventure, a challenge to Jon. It would be certaianly
more than a lark, but he had spirit aad courage and would do this and would have
the convicticns that would take 5im down there and he would stay on with this
convictica. Ie certainly was aware of the dangers down there. He told me that
te'd teen followed on many occasions. I doan't think hLe mentioned that he'd beea
skot at--I thiok at Christmastime he spoke just briefly cutside of his house to
the effect t.at he was extremely aware that it was extremely hazardous for him
to be down there and for anybody else to be down there. iHic car was known and
fcllowed. And yet he certainly felt that he had to be down there. Tt was a
rission for iim 2néd he enjoyed working with children. That date must have beea
wrong. It was after Christmas. In March...

ceotiz Knew that his mother...had missivings, tut he also knew--felt con-
fident--that this was what she would want :im to do really. She wouldan't with-
hold him or restrain him from gzoing down there. 3he was verfectly aware of the
dangers and yet she wouldan't coansider speaking to Lim about not going...3he felt

it was that important to him.
S: Can you recoastruct any of that coanversationa?

FOX: That was really...we happened to be talking about one of the psychiatrists
in Keene and the way he handled physicians and it sot on to his goil:; back. It
was a very brief conversation naturally...cquick exchange. He was certainly
serious enough and reallstic enough to appreciate what his presence meanf and
whatever danger it might have been in the South for him. Yet, he dida't dwell
on it by any means. It was not a major concern. It was minor to him. He was
much more concerned with educatlon of the people he was workiag with, trying to

work some understanding with them and through his church work.
E: Can you cuote him?

FOX: No, I can't on that occesion.



YRLT FOX L

“hat I would like you to do is sit down and try to reconstrict that conver-

tion?

TOX: It was very brief. The only thing I can remember--it has nothing to do
with the South, but it was typical of Jon...down to earth. At that same time...
in talkiag about this incident in Keene about psychiatrists and the uay psy-
chlatrists have handled some patients. iHe was perfectly able to call a psy-
chiatrist an out-and-out bastard and be very vehement 2bout it too. S0, Jon

was Tar from being lost in the clouds.

wn

FOY: Jon had a very analytical mind, oriented toward psycniatric uaderstandiag.
How much studying ne'd done 1n the area, I doa't know, but he could still react
very spontaneously to the behavior of other people in terms of Judging other
people. UNow whether this was an off-guard rmomeat...de'd be very free

and open in the way he spoke about other people.

S: Tid you notice any changes in Jon over the years?

FOX: None, that I could say really because I wasan't that close to JONe.o
5: where is your sister

FOX: She's in Exeter, New Hampshire. Her name now is Helen Fox Sanporn. Zhe's
remarried. I'm oot sure it would be any more help*.l to speak to her than 10 me
in a sense. We knew the family about the same...I'm sure that whatever my first
brother-in-law did with them was on a frivolous level, quite sure of that, 3Bob

McFarland, who's ia the service.

~. How would you characterize Jor,,
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FOX: Well, roughly, an affable, out-going individusal, strong interest in
dramatics, excellent in the acting that he did do, of high ideals, priaciples.
e never lost nls sense of humor, flair for living was consplcuous whenever you
met Jon. T never did have a chance to hear from him ia the pulpit. T know he
did preach in Keene and the sermons were well-received. I didn't liear critical

commeant on them as to the content.
5: ilow about weaknesses?

0X: Well, I think I knew Jon only tlrough his strengths...l wouldn't call it

3 weakness but I know that he was very critical of the btome situation with his
mother, and I thionk his skter was also at the time very critical orf the family.

I thiak ner emotional difficulty was in great part was t:oe relationship--the
strain on the relationship with their mother...And yet Joa was I think devoted to
her. He came back willingly from Cambridge and had her down to Cambridge. From
everything she nas said to me...had a zood time. But I Qoa't think he felt

tied to Keene or to his mother. He felt a responsibility there wiich is in a

sense an oblization, but aan appropriate respoasibility...
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3: How would you characterize Jon?

FOX: Wwell, roughtly, an affable, out-going individual, strong interest in
dramatics, excellent in the acting that ke d1d do, of high ideals, principles.

He never lost iiis sense of humor, flair for living was conspicuous whenever -rou
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met Jo have a crance to hear from biim in the pulpit. I know he
did preach in Xecene and tire sermons were well-received. I didn't lLear critical

comment on them as to the content.

S: How about wesknesses?

FOX: Well, I think I Xnew Jon oaly throuass his strencths...I woulda't call it

w

a weakness but I linow that ke was very critical of the home situation with s
mother, and I think his sister was also at the time very critical of the family.

I think ber emotional difficulty was in great prt was the relationship--the strain
on the relaticnsiiy with tleir othar...And yet Jon was I think devoted to her.

He came bhack williagly from C mbrid 2 and *ad “er down to Cambrigege. Trom everythin
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she has said to me...had a good time. But I don't think he felt tied to Keene.
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or to his mother. ¥e felt 2 responsibilit; there which iz 1a a sense an oblisatien,

but an appropriate resronsivility,



