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Near Wheatland, Loudon Co Vir. Oct 1
st
 1862 

 

Dear Parents and Sister, 

 

I received your two letters in due season am great obliged for the tea and cloves.  I also 

received a letter from S.M. Taggard, with the stamps.  We struck tents at Pleasant Valley 

Tuesday 1 PM and marched to Sandy Hook thence down the Potomac to Berlin where we 

crossed the river on a pontoon bridge and entered the Old Dominion again.  Marched Tuesday 

about 10 miles camped in a grove and the next day, Wednesday about 1 PM Started again and 

traveled about 8 miles further and this morning we started again at sunrise & marched about 6 

further. We are now drawn up in line of battle.  
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The artillery Parrot guns blasted in front and we have pitched our tents just back of them.  

 

We have seen no Rebels to fight against yet they may show themselves soon or we may 

attack them or we may be among the reserves. We are on the extreme left of this Corps. Our 

whole rout from the Potomac has been on an excellent road, very straight, the ground very hard 

and free from dust, leading almost directly south. We had a severe rain storm with terrible wind 

last Sunday & Monday. The weather has been pretty cold since the nights quite frosty, but I have 

not suffered with the cold. I have been & now are tough and shall I think I have grown a little 

poor but shall have a chance according to present appearances to recuperate a little on “Sesech” 

food & vegetables.  

 

It is a grand sight to see such an  
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army in motion as has been moving for the last three days Troops have been moving night and 

day since Monday. The country is quite level here and we can see along the Chesapeke for a 

great distance both front and rear when marching as far as the eye can reach it is nothing but 

dens black masses of troops. 

 

I think but I have no means of knowing more than you that great battles will be fought 

within a week 

 

We have got about out hard tack and so we scout among the farmers in this vicinity and 

buy what we can I came across yesterday a good Union Farmer. I bought two canteens full of 

milk half a grape pie & although the soldiers had eaten them out of house & home I made out to 

get some chicken soup apple sauce &c  
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