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Camp of 11
th
 Regiment  

3 miles north of London Ky 

September 21
st 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

 I received on our arrival here Mary’s & Anna’s letters of Sept. 9
th
 I wrote you a letter last 

Sunday saying I sent you two letters the week before one containing $2 sent to Mary the other 

containing $5,00. 

 

 We left Crab Orchard last Wednesday morning and marched three miles beyond Mt. 

Vernon a distance of 13 miles the last half of the days march was over the worst roads I ever saw 

it has not been repaired since the war began and contending armies with their large trains of 

artilery & supplies have worn it all out. It required 5 days to get our baggage & supply train 

through  

 

The country through which we passed for the last 20 miles was the most like the northern 

part of NH. I have    
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yet seen out this way, it is all hills and valleys as rocky and rough as Hillsboro. Thursday we 

marched 10 miles further over a worse road if anything camping just over Wild Cat Mountain 

where Gen Scholf defeated the rebel Gen Zollicoffer we passed over the battle field. Friday we 

went 8 miles and camping here This is a sort of a military post or at least a military post is soon 

to be made here; we are here as guard Burnside gets part of his supplies by this rout immense 

trains of 6 mule white topped waggons are continually passing down towards Tenn. Some trains 

contain 100 or 150 wagons taking hours to pass. Yesterday a drove of 1450 beef oxen and steers 

down. Yesterday and to-day as many as 2000 horses which are to be used for regiment of 

Infantry called Mounted Infantry.  
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Sept 22
nd

 

  

I did not finish my letter last night hoping to receive one from Mary and it came. written 

the 11
th
 mailed the 15

th
 I want you to send me some pins in your next also some stamps send 

about, 10 stamps I want a large sized sewing needle also about two yds of sewing cotton. you can 

wind it from a spool on a bit of paper. I was pained to hear of Frank Rumrill’s death I did hope 

that he would be spared to get home and once more take the hand of his Mother and Sister, but it 

was not to be so Mrs. R and Sarah must feel sadly berieved they have my heartfelt sympathy. 

 

We now have great reason to hope the war is most over with Evry day that passes I hear 

or see something which adds to my belief that 6 months more and the Confederacy has gone up 

The knowing ones here believe that Burnside & Roscrans are to make a concerted move from the 
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west on Richmond and Lee simultaneously with Meade from the east and north while Foster and 

the ironclads hold the Peninsula Perhaps we may have a chance to be among the captors of 

Richmond yet. On our march last Thursday we met the 2200 Rebel prisoners which Burnside 

took at the Gap. A NC. Regt’ one Georgian Regt and one Va Regt with the men belonging to a 

Geo. Battery these were tramping on foot escorted by a strong gard of the 129
th
 Ohio Infantry 

with several sections of cavelery.  They looked pretty much like the rebel prisoners I saw in 

Jackson a great many of them bear foot all dressed in their dirty gray suits not uniforms They 

were generally tough looking fellows and seemed quite cheerful. We had a great deal of fun 

joking with them they halted when a part of Geo. Regt were in the line between us as we rested 

on the sides of the road they were rather haughty bostful fellows Several of them wore old 

slouching  
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dirty looking hats pulled well down over the face as if to canceal their chagin at their own dusty 

ragged appearance, or their contempt for us their clothes were a little nearer decent than most of 

the others I noticed on their hands neatly fitting gloves and they seemed to wear a dignified air. I 

readily imagined them the ones of rich and wealthy planters. There were several small boys I 

should judge not over 15 years of age I did not see a knapsack in the crowd nor but two or three 

blankets the rest had old raged quilt pieces of canvass old shalls and evry thing of the kind you 

could think of. For haversacks they used old bags made of evry variety of cloth or old canvass in 

all imaginable shapes. 

 

 I thought it must be galling to the sons of the chivelery to meet us all dressed in our blue 

uniform looking neat and tidy with knapsacks filled with all useful clothing 
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with plenty of blankets to keep us comfortable and then to see their own troops making such a 

dirty ragged appearance must it seems to me rather take down the haughty southerner The 

officers were paroled and roade on their horses ahead of the column one Capt. of the Geo Battery 

a very intelligent good natured looking fellow stopped and talked with us for some time He said 

there were forced to surrender because their supply of water was cut off he said they could have 

caused a great deal of blood shed if they had resisted but knowing they could not hold out 

thought it best to surrender He said the south could hold out 3 years longer we laughed at him 

told him he knew what they had lost since July 100000 men 300 cannon Well he said this was 

the darkest time they had yet had but could hold out much longer The gards told me that most of 

the prisoners wanted it settled up they did not care much how write soon W.J. Templeton   
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