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/|Gentragt with rental cars I just can’t figure out. Okay I guess we're all

set. Looks good.

Very interesting.

- #7771 _ Well what about just background about yourself, are you from Keene?

)76 <

—~ No l am not. I'm from State College, Pennsylvania and came to Keene iq};actua]ly

Gene and I lived in Brattleboro in 1964-65 but that doesn’t matter. We were in and out
of Keene a lot that year. Jonathan came to our wedding in State College with his
mother the summer of 1964. One person, Larry, that [ if you have a spot question on
some of those high school years and even the issue that you brought up about the
e T;.wfa.ll‘]ily, the mutual, there is a woman whose name is Ann l\:icG:.l:nand her

father was in the Keene Clinic. She was Ann Robertson. Norris Robertson and Dr.

Daniels work were two of about five doctors that started the Keene Clinic.

— No. We had a Norris Robinson. Robertson?
~ — You do—Robertson.
— His daughter
- His daughter is Ann and it was thrqugh Ann was a roommate of mine in New York.

No connection to Keene at alLﬁﬁst both started working for the telephone company
on the same day and a bunch of us got an apartment. But it was Ann that introduced
me to Gene. B ut | had been to Nubanusitt one time with Ann. But she also knew Jon
in high school and there was something called the New England Music Camp or
something that various members of this group went to at various times or it wouldn’t
be... a couple might take a car that had summer jobs and couldn’t go this summer

might go on a weekend go up to the music camp or something like that. So Ann would

TOH g T

be-was a friend of Jon’s and also had some insight into that Keene Clinic

structure.

/-~ Where is she now?

I think I can find her address. 7



It would help.
But her parents are in a nursing home in Keene, so she’s in Keene a lot actually.
Do you remember the name of the man she married? That way I can look
it up in the phonebook.
Yes. His name is Del McGuin and they live in Ithaca. She is the first cousin of like
Tim Robertson and Jim Robertson.
I know Mrs. Robertson. Who made some outrageous remarks about Mrs.
Johnston once.
Now this is the woman whose husband was a doctor vs. Tim’s mother.
No I'm thinking of Tim’s mother who lives out on the Bradford Road.
Not Dr. Robertson.
Not Barbara.
So then you ended up in Keene.
Yes.
After you got 1 just want to get the lay of the land. You first met
Jonathan at State College. )
Did I meet him once before that? It seemed to m%% [ had met him before. Whether
it was in New York, where Gene and [ were living and whﬂe_re we had met Ann and all
these people or whether it was up here over a weekend’:*;?ﬁl:t [ think I had met jon
before he came to the wedding in State College. And he came with his mother. These
tapes are going to be somewhat confidential.
Yes. Turn it off if you want.
Okay why don’t you turn it off. ; GRIAK)
I understand. ,
£ARRY
So the summer of ‘64 first of all as you're sa.yingfand it’s so important that we keep

this in mind there’s so much going on in the bigger environment. King’s “I Got a



Dream Speech”. | thu]k that he was a counselor at a camp for underprivileged
chﬂdmtg :hat s:mmc;r
That summer of ‘647
I think he was a counselor.

before we turned on the taperecorder that he was at Willard State /7' °
Hospital in New York just about 30 miles from Ithaca doing a pastoral
counseling experience with other seminarians learning really how
religion and psychiatry can interface, ﬁ!ﬁtendewed two people from

that experience.

I

So my even view of what was it was some sort of an intact program.
Sure was. Probably drove over.

HE

He actually came back to Keem; “?ﬂf’?‘}t 1'313 ﬁotlil:;-r to the wedding and they had
a social time, There were festivities/in State College and as always Jonathan was his
charming self. He came back to ETS we all got back to our regular lives but at that
point he was home would have been home for Christmas and maybe Thanksgiving. It
did seem that that year we saw him a number of times. [+ -

Now were you at the time living in Keene or were you living elsewhere

and you would go to Keene as well? / o7 =
We were living. Gene and | had gotten married that summer of ‘64 and we were

living in an apartment in Brattleboro. So it was real easy to come to Keene. If Jon

- Ty
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was here we would go over for Saturday night. It wasn’t any big deal. And hewas ~/ <~

dealing with a lot of these issues of the-of his-of the civil rights movement. 1 guess I
want to say I was questioning whether [ wanted to be specific in civil rights or
whether there were other injustices in the system. I think at that particular time.

You know we're five years ahead of Vietnam and Mr. Clinton is five years younger

T MEAy
than [ am and their issues,fhey all sort of meld into the 60s. But the first issue was
THe FiR T 13706
not women rights it was not Vietnam it was rea]ljﬁjwas the civil rights movement.



Absolutely, we say that in our class. Civil Rights started the whole

thing, the rest of it. I agree absolutely.

And so it seemed that even going back the year before when Gene and I were in New
York and the penplﬂ'l::::}associated with that was the well and of course the year
before when we were in New Yog’k was the yean;}rlig;nedy was shot. So that seemed to
be the thrust. I have said tgﬁéﬁhdren that each generation has an issue and that this
was the issue of our generation. Do you see how much more uncomfortable | am now
that you put this microphone on me?

Not talking

We have so much tape we don’t have to worry about it. What I think

we're on the right track I really do. It's easy to get. Because whatl_

you're trying to do, I don’t blame you, you're trying to help*};'apt the
information into the civil rights in Jonathan life. We'll do that. It's all

right. What we really didn’t know about was what Jonathan talked about

and what your perceptions of him were and what kind of a person he

was and how he struck you and did you ever just get to sit and ﬁ; ivlth

him or did you go over to his house and meet his mother or sister.

Any of those people. =¥ ~ 5

Like this interview that Bill Schnyder did with yogé Eéourse that was in

1966, that was 28 years ago. What was that like? Schnyder is an

interesting man. Do you remember that interview? Probably not.

No. So anyway with thed will complete the thought with my children. They have
sort of wondered what their issue might be.',;(;mrse I think they know what it is now.
It’s the nineties and even making being able to survive in this present economic
climate, but they did in sort of the tradition for which they were they-grew up, they

did both go to marches on Washington for abortion rights.



Well that’s an issue.

Yes it is an issue. An issue of their generation. So, Jonathan so first of all he was
extremely correct and polite and disciplined. He-probably unusually so. What did he
talk to us about? He talked to us about women.

He liked titomm, /|

Yes.

And women liked him a lot?

Yes.

That’s been told to us from people we've interviewed.

Yes.

He was a very handsome person.

Yes. But not macho.

Oh no, no.

Almost delicate of spirit as well as a more delicate physique too. And religion. You
know sometimes it would just beJnow that I'm not twenty anymﬂr%mteﬂectual
prouding about the Episcopal Church a&i the Catholic Church, the Universal Church

for which there was no conclusion on that subject.

Young ;ptellectuall holding eui&j
" Bacty.

As opposed to us old intellectuals.

Yes.

You mentioned before something about Connie. You ;;'We have a lot
of respect for Connie in our script.? We've heard a lot of conflicting
reports. We've heard she was a total all consuming pain in the neck,
that she could be arrogant and ditsy. And on the other hand she seemed
to be loving, intelligent and warm. And she seemed like a bundle of

contradictions and it’s also not clear to us that Dr, Daniels and Connie



always got along. But in any case you mentioned earlier before we

turned on the taperecotdeqthn‘tﬁmaybe Connie having some knowledge

of issues in Keene that might have shaped Jonathan.

My synopsis of Connie first of all might have been that she was able to get away with

being sort of arrogant when she was the doctor’s wife. She was also, this was the

most popular doctor in town and once he was gone and then she had the mental
illness of her daughter to deal with and then she had the death of her son and
financial hardship, at that point she became more humble, as we all do. So 1 don’t
think her, I don’t know that she was particularly at any one time as full of as many
contradictions but was like us all somewhat evolving over time. And came out, |
would say, to be quite a lady in the end. Now you asked me more specifically.
l'dﬁ:j:gu, I read that quote in the book, the interview about

Jonathan’s knowledge of Lost Boundaries and so forth., Why you hadn’t

heard anything about that yourself. If you thought that maybe Connie.

Oh, Connie had said that she kind of thought that it was a lot, now first of all Lost
_Boundaries was before my time in Keene, that she thought that maybe it had been a
lot of do about nothing. We all knew that the ]ohnign's weren’t quite, they were a
little different. You know, and it really didn’t matter and there were some kind of
Sunday night doctore socials whether it involved cards or whatever and 1 gather that
the Johnsons were included in that group am}as can be in a segregated or a person
who feels that they're segregated or ﬁrdi;cﬂmjnated against. I'm not using
language well. The Johnsons may have had a bit of paranoia, that comes into mind
that this town was much more against them then they really were.

I think what happened there was the movie came out in 1949 and the
book in 1948, the article in the Reader’s Digest in 1947, the fame of that
seemed to trigger, well in Dr. Johnson, alcoholism according to Thyra.

So we've heard from other people too that most people thought that



maybe that if they weregf African American, but they didn’t care. Did
Jonathan ever talk about this at all? Did he ever talk about
— You could get another point of view from Ann McQuin on that one. Then did
Jonathan ever talk about this? I don't remember ever discussing Lost Boundaries
with Jon. Ihave with Gene and I think Gene kind of echoed what Connie was saying.
I did hear Jon talk about Mr, Miller at the movies and the facl: that Mr. Miller would
call these kids Mr. Daniels, Mr. Felch instead of calling then;ﬁ thelr first names. He
felt there was some sort of a casyl‘wm;:]; required him to do that.
And what were the children, these young men call him?
Oh they called him Mr. Miller, [ think, or George. Maybe George yes.
They/calied him by his first name?
Yes.
I think that’s interesting. Don’t you Tammy? [ mean that’s so. See it's,
it might seem slight to you. That's the way it was done thoughgf But it
gives us an insight into the way Jonathan was thinking.
Tammy: It might have also been a bit ironic those boys were a bit of
tongue in cheek.
It could have been. Yes.
- That was the way it was done and he just didn’t like it. He thought about it and you
know it was probably later that he even though]: gbout it, because he's having his
consciousness raised outside of Keene,dht \;T!:ﬁ, he s lived in a southern state and then
he gets to ETS where there are a lot of liberals and he begins to look at some of these
behaviors that they had as kids.
Fairly put. I think that’s probably the best analysis of the situation
that we're going to come up with. You know, I talked with George
Miller’s daughter on the phone, Ruth, she still owns land in Keene. I

don’t know if you've met her or not, probably not. She’s very, very shy



person who lives in New York City and comes up to Keene about once

every two weeks and I asked her if she would agree to an interview. She

refused. She did say on the phone that when Jonathan was killed, Ii;/ .

father said he wasn’t surprised. That she would not go on the record.

And she said that her father and Jonathan had spoken many times.

Those are two things that [ would have loved to have on the machine.

Tammy: What a shame.

There’s southern racism. Jonathan was uking for it when he went

back. It should come as no surprise to ﬂ: -'-‘Bﬂ;tfl don’t have that

attribution in words [ just have her saying them on the phone. I may

try her again sometime. People change their minds. So you got to know

Jonathan pretty well in that short period of time. You only knew him

for a little over a year. Where were you when he was. Did you know

that he had gone down to Selma?

Yes.

How did you know about that?

That may be the one thing that you want to talk to Gene about. First of all, we know

he went to Selma twice. He went for the march and then he came back and completed

his courses and then he went down again to work for the registration of voters. And

while he was back in Cambridge working on H*schml work getting t;hg, taking his

exams and what not, getting his papers in, Gene went down to, Gene may have been

in Cambndgefénddspie;t i; :\rith him at ETS, and heard more about why Jon felt he

needed to go back for the summer. But yes there was an evening at the Felch’s house

between the original trip and the second trip that the three of us are there and I may

have go’rr:euto bed as this went olﬁ:;ﬁ; the evening. You know there’s another angle,
Yo

Larry, Y o know this is if it were kids and it’s exciting. It's where the action is. |

mean it was pretty boring what Gene and [ were doing. Iwas teaching school, Gene
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was going to work in a bank and you"r?sort of basically day by day learning eit_qday
ait of the craft of adult life and to the living conditions were hard down in Alabama
and they were being followed. I mean there was a lot of danger, but they were taking
their black friends and going to these white churches and you can’t help but to
wonder why a white seminary student wouldn't feel compelled to go back there
particularly and 1 don’t know what the ¢#@r options for the summer weraperhaps
he could have gone back to a project such as he had had the summer before in New
York but he probably completed that internship and he sure didn’t want to come
back to Keene and become his mother’s escort.
Yes, I think you're right. I mean, the project in Willard was twelve
wefh long and had exhausted him and we have some good evaluations of
G’- i guess he went to Watkins Glen racing with an older nurse he dated.

We tried to track her down but couldn’t find her.

g -{-"ﬁ\;relve months in a mental hospital destroys anybody.
Great. Jon was only there for a few weeks.

—1The first twelve weeks. The first ten to twelve weeks total. I've been there. It is an
enormous physical and intellectual shock that you go through if you'ﬁ really;f So
you wouldn’t want to go back because he'd left having lost having been destroyed.

I see your point.

§A44Y _ And now each one of us, each generation has its little thing. Basically Phil’s was
World War Il except for Phil was a Quaker and a conscienscious objector so he got
sent to the mental hospitals and the Quaker boys that went to the mental hospitals as
orderlies working huge long shifts and everything did bring about a turnabout in
the mental health system in this country. It wasn't as bad as when Jonathan went
there.

#" "1 never thought about that. They figured you guys were nuts because
you didn’t want to fight so they put you in mental hulpits.lta Philip

(&5 14y)
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Daniels served in Camp Chappey Fort, it’s in Kentucky. And Jonathan
went south, Jonathan, Emily, and Connie would go south and visit their
dad when he was training before he went overseas, because he was
wounded in the Battle of the Bulge in fact that was his would which he
eventually caused his kidney to give out. Kidneys, excuse me. And I
asked Emily about that and she told us a strange story about Black kids
picking on Jonathan/in Washington, D.C. irms-in-the libery, I bet it's
in here. I bet the Emily interview is in here.

_ Philip wrote a book on coal one time and did travel around the country to interview

people, not that coal is anyway embarrassing with a person but it was a lot of Ltk

information to gather and interviewing different people! I get inarticulate every P

time he turns the tape recorder on.

Tammy: I don’t see that at all.

./ — How did you hear about Jonathan’s death?

J_ ==

I'll never forget that day. Gﬂu«i f p;arf_l‘lts ca.lled uﬁ i?:n Bmtﬁegg Eﬁmﬂf was in the
bathtub and I went “Oh God no."/And then you just can’t get in bed and sleep. And so
we got in the car and we went up to Bellows Falls where this kid Tony Reddington

lived in a caboose and ran Steamtown. So we found Tony and we all went to a diner
just l:c} and told Tony just so that he could get used to the idea. 5
How did Tony take it? Someone we should speak to? m stlll Hve!ln
Bellows Falls] He moved to someplace else.

He was shaken up.

What did you do then? Did you drive over to Keene?

Gene wasn't in shape to go to Keene for a couple of days. | mean he wasn't in shape
to see Connie for a couple of days.

The funeral was on Tuesday.

Yes.

10



Jonathan was killed on a Friday.

And so Saturday and Sunday we just sort of wéndered around, maybe Sunday night we
got to Keene. 1didn’t go to Jonathan’s funeral. Gene and I were to, probably what we
ended up doing was where we could we were doipg some moving. Because we were
moving to Keene that weekend and the mnve?,:;ciﬂ-edtﬂed for the day of jon’s funeral
and it did seem like it was a bit much to try to reschedule the mover and everything
so I stayed home and told the mover where to put the furniture and stuff and Gene
went to the funeral and was a pallbearer.

We should have brought those photographs. You could help me identify

some of them. ; Uy e

But then I think we got I think by that time we were moved. We/laa a lot of stuff in
those days so [ think then [ did go down to Daniels’ house.

Were there many people there?

Oh yes.

Were there many people from the South, do you remember?

Stokely Carmichael came and

We were told he acted kind of strangely at Connie’s house. Just sat in

the corner and didn’t say anything.

Yes. Kind of what | remember.

He didn’t have much to say. Where did you sit in the house, in the

kitchen, living room, or kind of all over?

I don’t particularly remember then versus the other times. The house was a very
confused house. She was not an orderly person that any room was full of books and
junk and food. I think maybe we sat at the dining room table though. Now that I
think about it. And there was great problems in getting Jon’s body out of Alabama.
But when we went we probably, | don’t think we went Saturday, | think we went

7 £ LTHnE pird BWY prE@ i
Sunday and [ think they were still having trouble shipping-his-bady.



That’s right. John Morris put it in a body bag. Rev. Morris flew up with
it across his lap in a little airplane. They got as far as Washington and
then the plane he had didn’t have instrument flying for that weather so
I guess they rented another plane to Boston, Foley’s hearse met them at
the Boston airport. The plane was so small that Morris had him crammed
on h:ls lap.
e = And;; Ethink ’m right on this, there were enough political overtones towards the big
airlines they didn’t want it.
% Also I was wondering why the papers had to be signed in order to
release the body at those airports. I've been through that. "
. A##’_This time it was a tiny plane flown by John Morris’ friend, B:ia; "
M :We have a picture of the airplane.
/#/% = I wouldn’t be surprised if they were just glad to get the body out of the
state.
Oh they hid it for hours. _F‘.lna.tly it took a call to Washington, D.C. to
loosen it up. John Ii;: nf the Justice Department had to call and we will
interview him eventually. So you knew Jonathan for a year and a half.
So it’s just a story as | would summarize it an American family, professional, father
was a doctor but hard working, served their community, and a community that is
brought to their knees over the death of a favorite son and the story goes on and
then you know with Father Morrisroe visiting Connie and us having the chance to
meet him and Judith Upton and these people coming to Keene from time to time and
always gave us sort of a specia}fééh'ia;éﬁon which I'm an experienced—I"m richer
for.
23EP Tammy: So you met Judy then?
tflf':”,} ? [' E&rrge Miller was the manager of the local theatre. It was one of the things I can

i ,.}/ remember Jon talking abou5 blacks in Keene and there weren'{tﬁ‘fn}’y But George
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Miller was the manager oﬁ the theaters and when this crowd would go to the movies
on Saturday night, he (George Miller) would address them as Mr. Felch and Mr.
Daniels. They were kids and yet they in turn called him George and as Jonathan
looked back on thas,in connection with the time and now we have somebndy whose at

the Episcopal Theological Seminary and he’s saying “Hey this isn*t right What was
,'L? N THA F

going m;{; What was our consciousness Do you want me to do it differently? I'm not
4 I
-

/P Yes. Try it again.

]1151' telling a story but I'm mfernngb much.

\é“ri‘

" b
J‘E I thought you were going to introduce me with the who George Miller part was.

No. I'd better not. Maybe. You did it exactly right.

What did I say?

You said George Miller was a black gentleman who ran the local theatre

in Keene when there weren’t many black people in Keene and Jonathan

once observed that etc.

Tammy: You were very expressive.

Yes. That was great. [ mean we could use that but I'd rather . So let me

It's fun really.

That's why I'm sort of waving at Phil. Phil has always had, if you can imagine, a flow
of language that is twice my flow of language so in church or anything that we are
doing together he’s always the spokesperson.
Tammy: Interesting. Well it’s difficult to bear
Framing is good, everything looks great. I must re you see the sound is
separate from the cﬁﬁ;o you see what I do, I redo this.

Tammy: Which allows him to que everything together.

v FEGIE~'"

We’ll just start whenever you want to start. Maybe you could just start
with George Miller was....what you said last time, you said George Miller
called them Mr. Felch and Mr. Daniels but they always called him George
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and that’s what was part of what you said that was so ironic about this
struck Jonathan as such. They always called him George. You're the

fff’ one that was there so you

4 T#—“Thy there weren’t many blacks in Keene while these kids were growing up. Limited

experience but one point that Jonathan wuulcj’did tell me about was that the man that
ran the movie theatre was black and his name was George Miller and when they’d go
to the movies on Saturday night, they would call him George but he would address
them as Mr. Felch or Mr. Daniels. And as Jon looked back at this as he grew up he

; v jl , said, “This wasn’t right. We were the kids.”
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