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Nov 3
d
 Tuesday 

 

Dear Sister Mary: 

 

 I have written James such a lot of stuff I don’t know as I need to write much more but I 

want you to make me a pin ball I lost the one I had at Falmouth and have suffered for the want of 

one.  Something is always breaking down with the soldier and we have to apply the pins I use 

them most about a tent there is always some little hole where the water will creep through that 

nothing but the pins will stop  Please send the pin ball as soon as convenient you or James may 

put in a stamp or two once in a while for they are scarce article here  Tell James I would like to 

have him send me some papers whenever he thinks there is anything interesting to me in them  

We used to get Cincinnati papers and all the news, but now we get nothing.  I should like once in 

a while  
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a pictorial  I guess they will come [missing] safe  I am not suffering for the want of clothes  I 

bought a nice overcoat for $3.  I have sent home for my shirts they are to come in a box with A. 

P. Farrar’s to Nickolsville and then our sutler will get it there and bring it to the reg. 

 

 You are then at work on Winter St  I hope you will like it for winter  It is a pretty street 

and very pleasant  I should like to be in Boston this winter  we would have some good times 

going about the city.  However I am contented here, it would be ever so pleasant to be among 

ones friends, but I think I am doing my duty and must take everything as ordered for the best.  

Although our constant moving over such a breadth of country, is very hard, it is just what suits 

me.  I always delighted in traveling and I have enough of it.  We stop just long enough in one 

place to learn of the 
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[missing] country climate &c  Since I left home I have been in 17 different states of our Union 

and according to figures kept by some of our boys We have traveled on land and water by 

marches and rail and steamboat over 7000 miles 

 

 We are enjoying ourselves pretty well  I now have a splendid camp ground in a beautiful 

pine & cedar grove 

  

 We got enough to eat, have plenty of fresh meat and nice soft bread just like the bakers 

bread in Boston, but are on quarter rations of other articles  I suppose it will be so until RR is 

opened 

 Government has an immense bakery at Town which supplies the army with soft bread 

using up confiscated wheat.  It bakes 1200 loaves at one time and is running night and day 

 

 I received a letter from Fannie last week  the folks are all well at Lowell  She said she had 

written you twice but had received no answer said 
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she dared not write again for [missing] you would not write at all 

 

 You did not stop at Lowell or Hooksett did you? 

 

 Fannie and Lucy have graduated at the High School, they and James are now going to 

singing school 

 

 Please write me Mary all about how you like Boston what work you have to do &c  Have 

you got used to the noise yet?  I sent you a letter last Friday  send it home soon  I directed it to 59 

or 57 Brighton St.  perhaps I made a 7 instead of a 9 write me if you receive it all right.  I wrote 

home the next day, have received but one letter by mail from Anna since you left  If James think 

the two sheets I write him will interest the folks at home he may send them in his next.  I send a 

daily paper I got at Town last Saturday might  Tell James to send it to Father when he looks it 

over  Write often I will send you some money if you need it  I shall write home again soon  

Please preserve most of my letters  if I ever get home they will interest me 

 

From your brother Willard 
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