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Knoxville Tenn Dec 5/63
Dear Brother and Sister:
Please send this home as soon as you can | suppose you have been in a great suspense in
regard to us of Burnsides Army. The papers probably only told you we were surrounded &¢ &c¢

We have been surrounded but the rebels took to their heels last night and are now well towards
Va. | am well and tough though almost jaded out with constant watching on picket
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almost evry other 24 hours diging rifle pits and fortifyin% against the approach of the enemy the
remainder We expected an attack evry day since the 15" of Nov. we have had no time to wash
and hardly time to eat much less time to sleep. Our brigade was out chasing the rebels all this
forenoon We traveled 10 miles and got nare a reb It is just dark now and I can not write much
more as | did not think the mail would
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would get out to-day | will write you an account of our imprisonment soon.

We are highly elated to think that quarter rations and tiresome picket duty is over with
Burnside has sent an engine to Loudon & towards Morristiwn this afternoon. We have not
worked suffered and fought for nothing. The RR will soon to open to Chattaanooga and we shall
be in direct RR communication with the north
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During 18 days constant exposure to the bullets and shells we have had but 3 or 4 men
injured in the 11™ We were in none of the fights towards Loudon Except a few dashes on our
picket line the rebs made no attack until Last Sunday morning Longstreet massed 3 brigades of
his best troops and assailed our fort but was driven back with terrible slaughter leaving over 500
dead on the space of an acre

W.J. Templeton

Read it for | cant get time to write
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