Assessment of Student Learning Project

The purpose of all teaching is to help stndents to leam, whether that leamning is of some particular content
knowledge, certain skills, or certain attitudes about life or langnage. At some point during this semester,
you will need to document your assessment of how well students have learned something you have taught
them. You may select an entire unit, a specific long-term project, or a cluster of lessons and activities, This
project is due during my last visit. | will need to keep this project for accreditation purposes, so make suze
1 am jost receiving copies (or photographs) of what yon do and not originals.

Components of the Assessment Project

Step One: Select a unit for this assessment. 1t may be a simple one-week unit or one that takes a month.
Your plan for this unit must involve the teaching of literature, must include a writing componeni
including drafts, and must engage students in criticat thinking. (Advice: Keep this as simple as
possible.)

Step Twe: Describe the ciass and anatyze its composition in terms of the learning environment: class
grade and ability level, ethnicity, special needs, the title of the class if it is an elective, class size, Also,
explain any particular strengths and challenges of this class, the ways in which they have responded to
different kinds of instruction before this, or anything else that distinguishes this class from your others and
that you will need to take into consideration in designing your lessons.

Step Three: Explain how the content of this project fits into what has been taught so far in this class and
where the students are headed in their learning. You may explain this in terros of the school or the

. cooperating teacher’s curriculum. Make sure that you place this project into the context of their
progression of learning throughout the year/semester and in terms of state standards that are being met.

Step Four: Before beginning this projeet, you will need to devise an assessment tool that will inform you
of students® current level of understanding. This may be a pretest of skill level or content knowledge,
formal observations of behavior, a formal interview with your cooperating teacher, an evaluation of
previous projects they have compleled, or any other method that will allow you to assess students’
understanding of what you will teach before the project begins,

Step Five: Write lesson plans for all thie lessons included in this project. These lesson plans should be
typed, but they shonld also be realistically what you would use to teach the class, not the formal lesson
plans you did for methods.

Step Six: 1f possible, one of my visits should take place during this unit so that your project will include a
Danielson observation form from me. However, because our schedule is so tight, if this does not work,
your cooperating teacher should conduct one of his/her formal ebservations during this project, and that
observation form should be included.

Step Seven: You will then devise a way 10 assess what the students learned during this project. You may
use any of the assessment strategies we have discussed, but it must contain the same information you
asked for at the beginping of your project in Step Three. You will need to provide a copy of your
assessment tool and a copy of the rubric/grading criteria you used to evaluate their work. You also need 1o
provide a brief explanation of why you chose this assessment tool and how you designed the rubric.

Step Eight: Y ou will need to provide a copy of three student samples (a high. medinm, and low? along
with the feedback you provided them, Write a brief analysis of the differences among the three outcomes,
how these differences might relate to the students themselves, and how they relate (0 the methods you used.
What might you have done differently to improve student learning?

Step Nine: Reflect oun this project and what you learned. What would you change about what you did to
achieve betier resulis? If the results met or exceeded your expectations, reflect on why you think the plan
worked so well.




Rating Indicator 1 2 3 4
Little or No Limited Evidence | Clear Evidence Clear, Consistent,
Evidence and Convincing
Evidence
Selection of unit Unit selected does | Unit contains all Unit contains all Unit carefully
Literature (3.5.1) | not incorporate three areas but three areas and incorporates all
Writing (3.4.1-2) | literature, writing, | they are not well they are logically | three skills so they
Critical Thinking | and critical integrated linked build on each other
2.4 thinking and clearly
/ promote student
learning
Class description Distinguishing Some Class is described | Detailed
2.1) characteristics of distinguishing thoroughly descriptions of the
this class are not characteristics are class clearly
clear discussed but full imdicate an in-
picture of class is depth awareness of
not presented students and their
leamning
environment
Project Context Context of unitis | Context is stated Context is Context is
(1.3,4.1) not stated but not analyzed described in terms | explained
of curriculum and | thoroughly, related
standards to students’
learning process
and progress and
to state standards
Pre-assessment . Pre-assessment Pre-assessment Pre-assessment Pre-assessment /
{4.10) does not establish | criteria are vague criteria are clear criteria are
clear criteria for of only partially and match final carefully chosen to
measuring learning | correspond to final | assessment provide maximum
or does not assessment information about
correspond to / student leaming
. | final assessment
Lesson Plans (4.1) | One or more parts | All parts of the All parts of the All parts of the
of the lesson plans | lesson plan are lesson plan are lesson plan are
are not completed | present but not coinplete, clear, designed carefully
completed ina and logical S0 as to maximize
carefu! or thorough student learning,
mannar promote critical
thinking, writing
skills, and an
understanding of
literature
Observations Danielson Danielson forms Danieison forms Danieisen forms
(1.2-3) ohservalion forms | are predominantly | are predominantly | are predominantly
are missing NI ME ME and EE
Assessment (4.1) Assessmeni tool Assessment tool, Assessment tool, Assessment tool
Tool does.not establish | criteria, and rubric | criteria, and rubric 1 clearly shows what
Rubric clear criteria that are not clear, do are clear, students have
Explanation are reflected in the | nol correspond to | correspond to pre- | leamed based on
rubric, correspond | pre-assessment, assessment, and pre-assessment,
to pre-assessment, | and are not are explained establishes clear
and is not explained and meaningful . |
explained thoroughly criteria for v

Da.h



evaluation that are
outiined on the
rubtic, and the
process in

thoroughty
explained

Student samples Three samples are | Three samples are | Three samples are | Three samples are
Analysis (4.10) | missing, not included but not included, clearly clearly iflustrating
clearly clearly distinguishable what defined
distinguishable in distinguishable or | into high, medium, | successful learning
terms of levels, analyzed for and low categories, | and analyzed
and not analyzed improving student | and include an thoroughly in
learning analysis of terms of the
differences students and
/ necessary revisions
needed to optimize
student learning
Reflection (2.3) Reflection Reflection Reflection Reflection
superficial completed but not | completed and thorough in terms
clearly related to used as a guide for | of changes needed
results 4 reflecting on the or analysis of
results Success




Daniel Petit April 27, 2009

ESEC 450 Mr. LeDuc
Assessment of Student IL.earning Project

Step One

We are studying the Holocaust for during this unit. The lessons will be completed in two
and a half weeks. As a part of this unit we are reading Night, by Elie Wiesel. During this time
students will have opportunities to study human nature and the effects of thinking patterns and

behavior. There will be a presentation, art activity, test, and essay associated with this unit.

Step Two

The name of this class is English 9 Comprehensive. It is mandatory for graduation. It
meets five days a week, from 9:G7 am to 10:33 am. There are twenty-three students in this
course. They are all from the Monadnock region. They come from Keene, Nelson,
Westmoreland, Chesterfield, and Marlow. There are twenty-two Caucasian students and one
Latin American student in this course. This class is of heterogeneous composition. About one
third of the students read at a post high school level. Less than half of these students read at the
appropriate grade level. A few of them read at the cighth grade level. There is one student who
rcads at the sixth grade level. If we include the student reading at a sixth grade level, then there
are three IEP students in this class: two learning disabled and onc emotionally handicapped. Onc
of the students in this class should have been place in an honors section; however, she was sick
with the flu at the start of school and it was too late to switch her class when she came back.
Another student also has the ability to complete honors-level work, but instead chooses to be

defiant and disruptive. If successful, he is able to halt the progress of the class,



This is the second unit we are starting. The first unit was the short story unit. This unit
camge with mixed results. The ability levcls of the students in this class fit a wide spectrum. One
necds to be careful not to set the pacing of the lessons too fast, so that some students arcn’t
confused. One also cannot go too slow, or ¢lsc some student will grow bored and unmotivated.
Another caveat that must be considered when pacing is attendance. There are a few students
absent each day. There is one student who is suffering from an undisclosed medical condition:

she misses a few days a weck.

This is the class in which Gardner's Theory of Multiple Intelligences is essential. The
most effective method in keeping this class engaged has been to vary the instruction practices. At
times, the students work independently. At other times, the students work in groups. During the
short story unit the students performed skits, created artistic plot diagrams, and even authorcd
their own short stories. We have found that varying the types of instruction keeps all of the
students at least somewhat engaged. We are definitely trying to build skills in this class;

however, we try not to cover too much at a time so as not to leave the absent students behind.

Step Three

This is the diversity unit in the curriculum. In the state of New Hampshire, it is
mandatory that thc [Holocaust be covered at some point during the ninth grade. We have
prepared the students for this topic through the previous unit. In the short story unit, we studied
character, setting, plot, and themes. We also read storics about characters that come from

foreign origins. This unit is meeting the following state standards:

Curriculum Standard 1- Students will demonsirate the interest and ability to read age-

appropriate materials fluently, with understanding and appreciation.



Curriculum Standard 2- Students will demonstrate the interest and ability to write effectively

for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Curriculum Standard 3- Students will demonstrate the interest and ability to speak

purposefully and articulately, as well as listen and view attentively and critically.

We have been adhering to Curriculum Standard 1 for most of the semester. This is the
first time we are covering standard 2, as this is their first writing assignment. This is also our
first time delving deep into standard 3, because we have not used many media sources in this

class.

Step Four

There are a few assessment tools that we will be using before we start reading the book
Night. First of all, the student will participate in two class projects. The first class project is
research a Ilolocaust-related theme and then p the findings in front of the class. This will be done

in pairs.

The next assessment tool being used is a stereotype poster projéct. Students will be
divided into groups of 4-5. Students will then sclect a stereotype from a list of choices. The
groups will then look through magazines for pictures of individuals who might confirm, or
disprove the stereotype. For example, if students selected all politicians are glib, then the group
would have to find pictures of politicians who are considered glib, as well as pictures of those

who do not fit this stereotype.

Lastly, we will read the book Terrible Things in class. This is an allegory of the

Holocaust written by Eve Bunting in which different types of animals in a forest are being



hunted for no apparent reason. The other species of animals show no interest in what is

happening until they become the victims.

Step Five

Lesson Plans

Day 1

Students will be given the instructions to the Holocaust project assignment. Instructor
will carefully review assignment with the students. Students are to sclect a topic related
to the Holocaust, conduct research, and present their findings to the class. A visual
representation must be included with this presentation,

Teacher will altow sludents to select partners for the assignment.

Teacher will then have students pick numbers from a container. The number will decide
the order that the students will select their topic.

Class will go to library and look for three internet sources on their selected topics

Students will read their “Reading For Fun™ books

Instructor will hand out source page. The students are to write down any books used as
reference for this project. Teacher will explain how to use fill out the sheet.

Class will go to the library to select threc print sources for their projects.

Instructor will give lesson on prepositions.

Class will go to the library to seek more material for their projects. Students must have a
least ten to twelve pages of material for their projects, and all the important information
must be highlighted.

Students will read their “Reading For Fun” books,

Teacher will read the book Terrible Things to the class. Class will then discuss the book.



Day §

Dav 6

Day 7

f.
Day 8
I
I

Class will view the documentary One Survivor Remembers and answer accompanying
questions.

Instructor will give a lesson on adverbial and adjectival prepositional phrases.

Students will be divided into groups of four or five. Students will then scicct a stereotype
from a list of choices. The groups will then look through magazines for pictures of
individuals who might confirm, or disprove the stereotype.

Students will continue to work on their stereotype posters. Students will then present
posters to the class.

Teacher will initiate a classroom discussion on stereotypes. He will ask students if they
have ever been labeled, and see what students think could be the possible effects of
stereotyping.

Students will read their “Reading For Fun” books.
Students will begin presenting their Holocaust projects.
Class will read the poem “First They Came for the Jews” by Pastor Martin Niemoller.

Class will begin the book Night.

Class will review chapter 1 in Night.
Instructor will conduct a lesson on ending sentences with prepositions.

Students will present their FHolocaust projects.

Students will read their “Reading For Fun® books.
Class will review chapter 2 in Night.

Students will present their Holocaust projects.



Dav 10

* Class will review chapters 3 and 4 in Night.
e Grammar lesson on subjects and verbs

» Students will watch “Shadow of Hatc: A History of Prejudice in America” and answer
focus questions.

Day 11
* Students will review “Shadow of Hate” review sheet.

» Teacher will then assign students to groups of four. Each student will have a task:
illustrator, summarizer, analyst, and presenter. Students will select a passage from the
text, interpret it, and then report back to class. Teacher will take a few minutes to explain
procedure.

Day 12
* Students will read their “Reading For Fun” books.

» Teacher will then assign students to groups of four. Each student will have a task:
illustrator, summarizer, analyst, and presenter. Students will select a passage from the
text, interpret it, and then report back to class. Teacher will take a few minutes to cxplain
procedure.

Day 13

* Grammar lesson on simple predicates.

» Class will review chapters 7-9 in Night.

» (lass will watch the film “Life is Beautiful” and fill out questions sheet.
Day 14

*  Night unit test.

* Reading For Fun.

* Finish “Life is Beautiful”
Day 15

» (Grammar Lesson on tun on sentences

* Night essay prewriting assignment



Day 16
¢ Reading For Fun
* Students will peer review their essays in groups of 3

* Class will read “l'o The Little Polish Boy With His Arms Tleld Up”

Step Seven

Please see attached assignment and rubric. The students have not had an analytical
writing assignment at this point in the semester. We needed (o begin writing practice, This is a
difficult piece of literaturc to teach for various rcasons. First of all, this is a memoir, not a
fictional picce. Considering the subject matter, it would be a disservice to both the author and
the topic to analyze the work in respects to plot, climax, etc. | thought it would be more effective

to assess the students on what they learned about human nature from reading this book.

Since the students have not written a high school essay before, I decided to help them
with the introduction and conclusion paragraphs. The grades werc based primarily on the body
paragraphs. The students were essential 40 points fot this assignment. I assessed them on their
ability to establish an argument, find a quotation that supports the argument, and then explain

why the quotation supports their ideas.

Step Eight

Please sec attached samples. Sample 1 is an example of an essay that scored high. This
student clearly understood both the book and the assignment. Sample 2 is a good essay;
however, the student did not master the assignment fully. The student who completed sample 3
did not follow the guidelines as stated. There are formatting issucs, and all aspects of the essay

were not covered,



These results are a reflection of the students. Student one is always engaged, participates
in discussion, and attempts to seek clarity. Student 2 tries hard to stay engaged, but docs not
always participate and/or seek clarity. Although student 3 has ability, she is rarely engaged and
does not always complete the required work. The assessment was successful, mostly. | should
have given the students more time to craft their essays, and stressed that I was available for
assistance. [ also should have been clearer on my expectations for formatting. 1 would have also

provided the grading rubric beforehand.
Step Nine

[ was very nervous about beginning this unit. The disruptive student I mentioned carlier
has shown some very evident signs of anti-Semitism. I was not quite sure how he would respond
to the information. Of course I hoped he would come out of the unit enlightened, but | was more

concerned with how his presence could take away for the other students’ learning experience.

In terms of the unit, T think it went well. If I had the opportunity to plan this unit again, I
would have began planning the assessment first, and then craft the lessons to match my desired
results, T think that [ had a plethora of resources available to me, and that made it somewhat
difficult to choose which step to take. The results did meet my expectations, but I wish I had

planned better. The students were able to learn a lot from this unit, so it was a success.



KSC Clinical Observation Form
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L. Planning and Preparing for Instruction
A, Knowledge of Students and School Context
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Associated Pedagogy 2-

C. Instructional Goals/Activities/
Assessments/Learning Outcomes ]

II. Creating a Positive Learning Environment.
A. Respect/Rapport

o b

B. Managing Routines and Procedures

C. Managing Student Behavior

III. Instruction
A. Activating and Maintaining I:ngagement

B. Flexibility/Responsiveness

C. Activities

F%bb ~

D. Pacing and Timing

IV. Professional Responsibility
A. Clear and Accurate Communication
with All Audiences
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Professional Development
¥
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English 9

Night Essay Assignment

Directions - your assignment is to write an essay about the book Night. In this essay, you
will need to state three things that you learn about the Holocaust from reading this
memoir, For every reason mentioned in your essay, you must provide two examples from
the text. Your essay must contain five paragraphs: an introduction paragraph, three
supporting paragraphs, and a conclusion paragraph.




PREWRITING WORKSHEET

Introduction paragraph

Night, by Elie Wiesel, is a memoir that describes the author’s experience as a prisoner in
a concentration camp during the Holocaust. Wiesel’s book is written from the point of
view from a fourteen-year-old boy. His story gives valuable insight because he gives his
readers a personal look into the life of a camp prisoner. There are many lessons that can
be learned from reading this book. There are three specific lessons that [ have learned

A) Paragraph Two

I) 1. One of the lessons I learned from this book is:

2. Write one quotation from the book that supports this lesson:

3. Write a sentence explaining how this quotation supports this lesson:

IT) 1. Write another quotation from the book that supports this lesson:

2. Write a sentence explaining how this quotation supports this lesson:

B) Paragraph Three

I) 1. Another lesson I learned from this book is:

2. Write one quotation from the book that supports this lesson:



3. Write a sentence explaining how this quotation supports this lesson:

10 1. Write another quotation from the book that supports this lesson:

2. Write a sentence explaining how this quotation supports this lesson:

C) Fourth Paragraph
I) 1. The {inal lesson I learned {rom this book is:

2. Writc onc quotation from the book that supports this lesson:

3. Write a sentence explaining how this quotation supports this lesson:

IT) 1. Write another quotation from the book that supports this lesson:

2. Write a sentence explaining how this quotation supports this lesson:

Conclusion Paragraph

Some pieces of literature have the ability to teach lessons in a way that is more effective
than learning from a teacher. Night is one of these books. My experience of reading this
book will help me look al certain parts of life in different ways.



Night Essay Rubric

Name
. Score/ Comments  Student
3/6/9/= always/excellent Score

Area . 2/4/6 = sometimes/good for
Criteria 1/2/3 = never/needs each
improvement area

Topic sentence states the lesson learned. (6 POINTS)

Solid, substantial quotation is selected. (3 POINTS)

Elaboration te back the quotation is clear and persuasive.
First (6 POINTS)
Lesson
A second, solid, substantial quotation is selected. (3 POINTS)

Elaboration to back the quotation is clear and persuasive.
{6 POINTS)

' Topl'é sentence states the lesson learned. {6 POINTS)

Solid, substantial quotation is selected. (3 POINTS)

Elaboration to back the quotation is clear and persuasive,
Second (6 POINTS)
Lesson
. A second, solid, substantial quotation is selected. (3 POINTS)

Elaboration to back the quotation is clear and persuasive.
(6 POINTS)

Topic sentence states the lesson learned. (6 POINTS)

Solid, substantial quotation is selected. {3 POINTS)

Elaboration to back the quotation is clear and persuasive.
Third {6 POINTS)

Lesson A second, solid, substantial quotation is selected. (3 POINTS)

Elaboration to back the quotation is clear and persuasive.
{6 POINTS)

Mechanics Sentences make sense {3 POINTS)
Spelling (3 POINTS)
Capitals, punctuation (3 POINTS)

TOTAL  POINTS (out of 99)

Scale A=92-99 +B=84-87 -B=78-80 €=72-74 +D=66-68 F=64<
-A= 88-91 B=81-83 +(=75-77 -(=69-71 D=65

w



Night, by Elie Wiesel, is a memoir that describes the author’s experience as a
. prisoner in a concentration camp during the Holocaust. Wiesel’s book is written from the
point of view of a fourteen-year-old boy. His story gives valuable insight because he
gives his readers a personal look into the life of a camp prisoner. There are many lessons
. L - that can be learned from reading his book. There are three specific lessons that I have
'x leamed
Q One of the lessons I have learned is that humans will do anything to survive. This }
N quote supports my lesson. (Pg. 101) “ "Meir, My little Meir, don’t you recognize me.../ Ca ’l’
/Your killing your father... I have bread... For you too... For you too...” He collapsed. \a~“<% ']-‘C el -
But his fist was still clutching a small crust. He wanted to raise it to his mouth. But the 4
\ other threw himself on him. The old man mumbled something, groaned, and died.
—_...Nobody cared. His son, se:-m,hed t:nm took the crust of bread and began to devour it.”
This quote is supporting e son was willing 1o kill his father, after everything
they’ve been through, for a crust of bread. Another quote that supports my lesson is this

one. (Pg. 90) When he came near me, Rabbi Eliahu whispered, “It happened on the road. g
We lost sight of one another during the journey. 1 fell behind a little at the rear of the - @\ \@ e~
column. I didn’t have the strength to run anymore. And my son didn’t notice. That’s all | Tt Lo
Nt Know. Where has he disappeared? Where can I find him. Perhaps you’ve seen him B (j.‘jbc L}‘ p
,‘LX ‘somewhere‘?” “No, Rabbi Eliahu, ] haven’t seen him.” and so he left, as he had comef a * +
\.( L, \ < shadow swept away by the wind. He had already gone through the door when | VLT
’( ~f“ remembered his son running beside me. [ had forgotten so | had not mentioned it to Rabbi Ao v m." &
\‘< Eliahu! But then I remembered something else: his so had seen him losing ground, Ly ~2f

sliding back to the rear of the column. He had seen him. And he had continued to run in
. ' front, letting the distance between them become greater,” This is a supporting gquote
} because the son saw his father falling behind and did not drop back with him. He didn’t
do this because it was one less thing that he didn ! hdve to worry about,

select:on Lately he had been wandenng among us, his eyes glazed, telling us how weak
he was. ’I can’t go on... It’s over..."” we tried to lift his spirits, but he wouldn’ listen to
anything we said. He just kept repeating that it was all over for him, that he could no
longer fight, he had no more strength, no more faith. His eyes would suddenly go blank,
leaving two gaping wounds, two wells of terror.” This quote supports my lesson because
‘Akiba thought he was weak. He lost hope that he would make it through the next
selection. He kept saying that over and over again and ended up convincing himself that it
was true. This second quote is from page 45. (Pg. 45) “’The only thing that keeps me
alive,” he kept saying, ‘is to know that Reizel and the little ones are still alive. Were it not
for them, I would give up.” One evening he came to see us, his face radiant. *A transport
just arrived from Antwerp. I shall go see them tomorrow, Surely they will have news...’
He left. We never saw him again. He had been given the news. The rea/ news.” this quote
supports my lesson because the only thing that kept him alive was the hope that his family
was alive. When he found out the rcal news -That they were dead- he probably committed
suicide.
The final lesson I lcarned is that bravery is in cvery one, even if you have to dig
. deep to find it. This following quote is an excerpt from page 36.




\“le};

(Pg. 36) “ Suddenly some one threw his arms around me in a hug: Yehiel, the Sigheter
Rebbe’s brother, He was weeping bitterly. 1 thought he was crying with joy at still being
alive. ‘Don’t cry Yehiel,’ ] said "Don’t waste your tears.” *Don’t cry? We’re on the
threshold of death. Soon we’ll be inside... Do you understand? Inside. How could ! not
cry?’ I watched the darkness fade through the blueish skylights in the roof. I was no
longer afraid. ¥ was over come by fatigue.” This quote supports my lesson because even
though Elie was tired he still comforted a little boy he knew when he was afraid. Bravery
isn’t the absence of fear, it being strong where others aren’t and being strong where it’s
needed when others are to shocked to do anything. This excerpt also supports my lesson.
(Pg. 53) “ I dragged myself to my corner. I was aching all over. I felt a cool hand wiping
the blood from my forehead. It was the French girl. She was smiling her mournful smile
as she slipped me a crust of bread.” This quote supports my lesson because when the
French girl helped Elie she could’ve brought Idek’s rage down on herself. When she gave
Elie her bread, when it was all the food she had, that was brave (0o because she was just
as hungry as he was, but he needed it more than she did at the moment,

Some pieces of literature have the ability to teach lessons in a way that is more
effective than Jearning from a teacher. Night [s one of those books. My experience of
reading this book will help me look at certain parts of life in different ways.



Mo divm

NIGHT

L"‘(h\light, by Elie Wiesel, is a memoir that describes the author’s experience as
a prisoner in a concentration camp during the Holocaust. Wiesel’s book is
written from the point of view of a fourteen-year-old boy. His story gives
valuable insight because he gives his readers a personal look into the life of
a camp prisoner. There are many lessons that can be learned from reading
this book. There are three specific lessons that I have learned.
The first lesson I learned was; Put into incredible harsh-corrditi WA M{
eople have an amazing knack for finding ways to survive. Here's-a.quote a
G;l;(;m page 59 in the book; “Fear was greater than hunger, Suddenly, we'saw >V ™" |
door of quck37_<ﬂ?gn/5ﬁghtly. A man appeared, crawling snakelike in Yo A
* * T 1 1 1 )
the direction of the cauldrons. Hundreds of men were crawling with him, ‘ v
scraping their bodies with his across the stones. All hearts trembled, but
mostly with envy. He was the one who dared. He reached the cauldron first.
Hearts were pounding harder: he had succeeded. Jealousy devoured us, ¢
consumed us. We never thought to admire him. Poor hero committing A
suicide for a ration or two or-more of soup... In our minds he was already /," L
dead.” This quot showé@é}hat people were so desperate for food that they— §3nS
would do any’l’hﬁeg just to gét a little moré-Here's another quote from page \?
96: “A thick layer of snow was on our blankets, We were given bread, the o (Al
usual ration, We threw ourselves at on it. Someone had the idea of
quenching his thirst by eating snow. Soon we were all imitating him. As we _ ko
were not permitted to bend down we took out our spoons and ate snow off AR
our neighbors backs. A mouthful of bread and a spoonful of snow. The S8 / o
men who were working were greatly amused by the spectacle.” This quote_..
also shows how desperate and in need of food they were.

The second lesson I learned was: Hope is what keeps us going when
there doesn’t seem to be any purpose or anything, positive going on. Here’s
a quote from page 31; “We mustn’t give up hope, even now as the sword
hangs over our heads. So taught our sages...” This shows that even under
pressure the circumstances people didn’t give up hope. Heres another quote
from page 94: “I tried to rid myself of my invisible assassin. My whole
desire to live became concentrated in my nails. 1 scratched, 1 fought for a
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breath of air. I tore at decaying flesh that did not respond. 1 could not free
myself of that mass weighing down my chest. Who knows. Was I struggling
with a dead man?” This quote shows that it was only hope and pure instinct
for survival that kept Elie from not giving up and dying. & ¢\ €0 1y

The third and final lesson that I leamed from reading night was:
Cherish each moment with your family because it could be your last. Here is
nof wanting to be separated from my father. We had already suffered so
much, endured so much together. This was not a moment to separate.” In
this quote Elie realizes that if he doesn’t see his father he may never see him
again. It is also unfair that after all they’ve been through together this could
be the end. The last quote is from page 39: “I saw them walking farther and
farther away; Mother was stroking my sisters blond hair, as if to protect her.
And I walked on with my father, with the men. [ didn’t know that this was
the moment in time and the place where I was leaving my mother and
Tzipora forever.” This quofé'to me is sad because Elie doesn’t realize that
this is the last time he will ever see his mother and sister again.

Some pieces of literature have the ability to teach lessons in a way
that 1s more effective than learning from a teacher. Night is one of these
books. My experience of reading this book will help me look at certain parts
of life in different ways.
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Night, by Elie Wiesel, is a memoir that describes the author's experience
as a prisoner in a concentration camp during the Holocaust. Wiesel's book is
written from the point of view of a fourteen-year-old boy. His story gives valuable
insight because he gives his readers a personal look into the life of a camp
prisoner,

There are many different quotes and sayings in this book that the reader
will never forget, this book is very powerful and can make the strongest person
cry, only few books have achieved that. They give you many life lessons that you - \ ) s P
__chose to use in everyday life. One specific quote from this book really makes me Y
“. think, it makes me want to appreciate my family and life so much more: On page NG BN
99 Elie saves his father from certain death and keeps him alive just a little bit
fonger, it shows how brave a young boy can be for his family. The quote says:
'l woke up from my apathy only when two men approached my father. ,

| threw myself on his body. He was cold. | slapped him. | rubbed his o we ]
hands, crying: "Father! Father! Wake up. They're going to throw you NREC
outside...." His body remained inert. The two gravediggers had ¢ l :
grabbed me by the neck: "Leave him alone. Can’t you see that he's vl
dead?” "No!" | yelled. "He's not dead! Not yet!” And | started to hit Ahe

him harder and harder. At last, my father half opened his eyes. They o
were glassy. He was breathing faintly. "You see” | cried. The two men L‘L WS
went away.

It really shows the meaning of never giving up or taking anything for granted, and

that you should live life to the fullest because it can be taken away from you fast.

This quote also gives you many life lessons including: hope, bravery, family, and

faith. To me, the most important life lesson out of this is faith, because without it .

you would give up way to easu} Where would the world be then? .2~ g ¢ Ky
In conclusion some pieces of liferature have the ablllty to teach lessons in

a way that is more effective than learning from a teacher. Night is one of these

books. My experience of reading this book will help me look at certain parts of

life in different ways. . |
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