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“etober 12, 1965

Lexington, Virginia

B. I dcn't knew how rerrecentative their comments were, these were cadets
who didn't xnow him, but who knew that he was a cadet and a graduate of V.H.I.
and were ready to disclaim him, that is, not tc identify with him as cadets
do with each other. One of the of V.M.I. for good or ill as carrying
solidarity among the alumni and feeling for the institute. 3ut both the
cadets I talked to in question were from the South and they felt that this
would not have happened had he not been there, that he was an agitator, that
he asked for it and they had no sympathy whatever. They characterize the
attitude of the corvs as being out of sympathy. I've since talked to other
cadets who feel differently.

Se They are . eéstablishing a memorial in the English Lepartments

Be. inor Hogers was concerned about establishing a memorial to Jon. Minor
finished V.i{.I. in 1956,

Se. They wouldn't have been there at the same time, so.this was really just

a concern for V.M.l. than for Jon and what he did. He talked with and
talked with the alumni secretar§ about it and he was only willing to run a
news article in the alumni magazine. DHe talked with Bob silson, the institute
chaplain and so after Minor left I was in touch with these pecple and the
general at the first faculty meeting gave 2.esc....well, he memorialized Jon
regarding his courage.

S. 4re there any copies of what he said availables

8. I don't know. You would have to ask him, I think at the same time he
remembered two or three graduates who had been killed in Viet Nam, it was

in the same spirit, he can see that Jonathan died for what he believed in.
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I'z sure you would find thut he wouldn't in any way Zdentify hiuself as

being in support of the tyre of thing Jon was enkased in, but simply in his
coaviction - that he had the courage to carry through in his cenvictiorn.
‘hat's his point of view. snd this was taoe ta;k bt Seb ilsan tqoh “ith
nia, S3o0b was resronsible, we werked throuch him. He's tae man who has the
ear of the General and 50ob brought tnis off just by appealing to his sense

of courzge. Ihen put the article from the LIV1iiu CLU«CHE on the bulletin
toarc to raise toe guestion wit:h the Inglish students whether or not they

wanted 2 .emorizl asdicuated, = Z suzss he's told you as much as there is to

tell about that. L don't <now irf there has been any response {rom ris classmates.

S aores that a move Ior a memorial would come Irnw his class.
It did come from a couple of them, I talked with a ecadet last weex who is
from #ississipri and he's trying hard to make sense out of an injustice which)
he feels in response to the trial. .s he says, and I agree with hiw, that
vonathan ané anyons whe joins this varticular college in this way,.

He says that Jesus Christ would have been so much =ore useful alive than
he was dead. Here's a youny xuy letting himsell et xilled where if he Lad

stayed out of there, and not gotten killea he could have contri>utcd so much

€0

more, the same taing with Jesus Christ.

Cf course, w2 got into a discussion »f demonstraticns wnu this sort of
thing. tie has 2 method of achievin, chznse he wa: rather vesusimistic auosut
this because he felt that there was zore hostility than anything else. 1
acked hiz if he would rather have iNegroes armed in the South and let them

achleve their ends oy viclent .euans which seews very likely to be, He had

no answer to that.
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sob wilson did have urayers in uemory cf Jon at one of the local services
tniz fall 2na w2 Jdid the lunday «fter he was killede e had nc svecial
service. L1 thought it would ve wmore apvzroprizts Zor the Institute to do

that than this parish.



