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Introductoryvy Remarks, by The Rev. Joha B. Morris:

On behalT of the Chicago Chapter of ESCRU, I presented their Second
Aagnual Bishop Lichtenberger Award to Mrs. Philip Daniels, Mother of
Jonathan Taniels, in the presence of the namesake for the Award, Bishop
Lichteaberger. And the initial thing on the tape is my remarks of
presentation followed by Mrs. Daniels. I am taping this now to ultimately
send it to Bill Schneider in Cambridge, but, Bill, I m seanding the whole
tape 7irst to some “rieads in San Francisco, The Rev. and Mrs, Bruce
Kennedy, sioce the tape will ¢ontain a numbér of things that I had told
them that I would sead them, but I'll ask them that they forward the
tape along to you at their earllest convenience. Following tnis bit
‘rom Chicago, the next day Mrs. Daniels and Judy Upbam and I went out
aod iaterviewed Father Richard Morrisrce, and we'll bave his tape. Then,
golng back a week or so earlier I'll hive the iaterviews I had with The

Rev. Morris Samuel in L.s5 Angeles and Mark Oliver in San Diego.

CHICAGO ESCRU DINNER

I would like to present to you Father Joha Morris of Atlaata.

Father Morris: Thank you, Mrs. McDoanell. Bishop Lichtenberger, M:s.
Montgomery, Friends and Members of ESCRU, I have never been so struck
with the interrelatedness of witoess and mission ia ministering the

church, iaterdepeandence of persons who ilaspire and affect one ancther,
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as I have been tonight. T don't know whether Jonathan Daniels knew or what
he knew about ESCRU before he went to Selmu, but I do know that he must have
been as we all were terribly inspired and encouraged when in the Spring of
1963 our presidiag Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, issued & state-
meat we now call The Message of 1963, You will recall
that we were 1ln the crisis days of Birmingham then, znd it was befors the
Civil Rights Bill of '6k and before a lot of thiangs. His statement was
crobably the strongest statement up to that time and perhaps since from

the l.2der and head of a church body and denomioation in this country. He
¢illed on Episcecpalians to tale action, to get ianvolved--become involved--

-a the Civil Rights Movement, both in terms ot the great crises of Birmingham
and the other citice of the country, ih terms of segrepation and separation
within the life of the church. This caused a great stir through the church
and tremendously strengthened what we have been committed to in ESCRU. Per-
haps 1t was the most significant thing in the church in the last ten years,
thut one statement. This must hive been heard by Jonathan Daniels wherever
he was at that time. Tt certaioly encouraged many Episcopalians to go to
VWishington on the following August of that year oo the March to Washlagton
und then to worhk fo. the Civil Rights Bill of 1G6L. And certainly it must
have Dad something to do with Mrs. P abody going to 5t. Augustine, the
honarary last year and the éinner here; 30, I leel the sense of iaterdependence
cn the leadership from Bishop Lichtenberger that we all were 30 grateful for
severel years ago. And I thiak {t must have beea ia Jon Deaiels' miand

when on March 7 he heard the gews (rom Selmsa that evening or the aext
moraoing. I was in Selma oan March T at the time of the vioclence at the
Bridge. 1T wasn't co the Bridge; I was back la the rear. I helped ino the
miaistering to the wounded, 3ad I then retired to a motel room to aasist

ia the call of churchmen to come to demonstrate a nation's concera for

what had happened. And somewhere up in Cambridge some seminarians heard
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and all over the country people heard, and because they had heard Bishop
Lichtenberger's call two years previous and because the ministry of others
had come into effect, the group of seminarians responded from Cambridge as
they did from all over. And Jon Inniels and Judy Upham and others came
down to Selma and on March 9 we tried to walk agiin and then you know the
story of the Great March as it did finally take place.

Jon and Judy and others, but for us chiefly Jon and Judy, stayed in
Zelma last Spring because they realized that it would become a terribly
oty tlace If everyone left, all of the thousands who had come to show a
naticn's concern. They stayed and in their 1life and presence said something
to the persons they came la contact with in the negro cummunity where they
lived and in the white commun:ty to hich they went from time to time. All
during thic while we were wondering--ESCRU, the National office--what we
z3uld do to keep some continuinz ministry of presence there, realizing it
.ould only be token and symubolic. Well, Jon's ministry there was more than
symbocliec. I thinkit must have been for him and for those who knew him some-
thing as when the wealthy woman of Shunam fram the Book of Kings saw Elijah
nassing by, 3nd she said, "I perceive that this is a holy man of G 4 that
passeth by us continually.” As I got to kaow Jon through the Spring and
came to appreciate the depth of his vwitness and commitmeat as to why he was
in Selma, it tecame lincreasingly ¢clear by summer that, 1f he culd, he
should retirn there for us. He was goiog to return there anyway because
he wasn't ibout to give up these people whom he'd become endeared to and
whom he had grown to love. Se, in the summer, after he bad completed his
pericd of service to the Diccese in Wew Hiurpshire at their summer camp, he
visited his Tamily, he returned to Selma. And there agiin ln a ministry of
presence and support and deep involvement where the action was and still is,

he wae a holy man of God passing by but oot passing and gone, very deeply
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there, loving 2nd being loved by the people there.

At some point in the summer I talied with him on the phone, and he told
me that they wanted him to come out into Lowndes County, and I “new that
Lowades County was an even rougher area than Dallas County or Selma, and it
was my inclination to discourage him, but on the other hand, having gotten
to know him, to tremendously regard aod respect his integrity of his own
decision aad conscieance on this. So, I said to him, "Fine. If you feel
you should go we will still stand bacr of you.” They didn't want any and
everyone to go to Lowndes County. Stokely Carmichael said that Jon was the
only one they decided could tare Lowndes County and could present the kind
ot person that they woild want cut there in terms of socmeone who is white.
But he went into Lowndes County; he heard the call to come over into Lowndes
County; and he vent. And at some point later in the summer others came to
Lowndes County and at one point he met Father Richard Morrisroe who is here
with us tonight, and you know the story of how on August 20 two shots were
fired.

And aow some months heace we all from different vantage polats recall
Jonathan Paniels, recall the tragedy, but let us recall moreso perhaps the
beauty, joy, of a man and his witness, We are so seldam so close to such
vitness ia the life of the church. It always seems like it was someone way
back there who was a saint, who was 2 martyr. But let us not be deceived
ioto thinking that this was not a real man. Let's not be deceived into think-
ing that he was so exceptional that we can call him ar martyr, for he was
Just like you and me. He was obedient, but he was not unafraid. He was
Jourageous, but he was not reciless. He was committed, but he was not

always sure. He was serious, but he was also lots of run and enjoyed 1life.
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He was gentls, but he was acquainted with anger and cculd be amgry. And
T 2011ld go oa but let him speak in his own words as I read the last portion
of on article that he wrote together with Judy Ucham who 1s also with us
tenight. THeywrote this in the Spring iiter--toward--the end o’ thei. rirst
rericd in Selma in the Spring. He said this o Selmai: "There are good
ren hare just 15 there nrs bad men. There are coafident leaders sod a
bungler here apnd thers, W. have activists who have risked their lives
to conirent u people with the challenge or Sreedom and a nation with its
conscience. We have mutuilly 3o cautiously seelad to -alm troubled waters.
We have men abouat the work o! reconcillaticn who are willipg to reflect
apon the cost and pey it. Perhaps at cne time or another the twe of us
are all of thece. Sometizes we tale to the streesis; scometlimes we yawn
through interminable meetings; someti-es we talk with white men in their
homes and of'fices; someti~es we 3it out A mu-dernus aight with an alecbholie
and his family because we love them and zannst stand arart. Sometl-es we
sonfroant the rosse, and sometimes we hold 2 chili, Zoretimes we stand
with menwho have lzaroed to hate; sometimes we must stang a Little apart
from them, Our life in 5 1lma 15 filled with ambiguity, 1od in that we
share with men everywhere. W: are beginonlag to see ms we nocver uaw before
that we are truly in the world and yet ultimately not of it. TFor thraugh
the rambls bush of doubt and fear and supposed succeus, We ares groping our
way to the realization ibove all else we are called to be saints. That
is the mission of the church everywhere and ia this Selma, Sflabama, is lile
all the world, it ceeds the life and witaess of militant saints.” Jon
speals far more ably for himself thano any can speak of him.

And pow I'd like to ask his mother to come stand with me and Bishop

Lichteanberger so that we might present the Award.
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Mrs. Philir B. Caniels, Constance DManiels, Motherof Jonathin [aaiels,
taroughout the country ia recent travels I have seen and known scmething of
the great witness that Jonathao Daniels has been Tor all of us, nod T lnow
something 1ow of what 1t means *or the church to rejoice in the lives o
the salats. Only the weel before last in the Ciocese of Los Angeles there
wa3 4 resolution passed unanimously in memorial ot thzntsgiving to God and
to you Tor the lif'e and witness of your scoa Joa. I think that's what we
are here tonight to say to you. Thank you tor what you meant to Jon that

made him mean to i3 what he has meant s0 very deerly.

MRS. DANTELS: Thaak you, Father Morrii.......Father Morris, Mrs., McDonne l,
Bishop Montgomery, Bishop and Mrs. Lichtenberger, M mbers of ESCRU, Judy, and
Father Morrisros, Frieads, I accept this award for Jonathaa proudly because
of him and humbly because of the cause Tor which he gave his life. If I can
make 2 wish this would be 1t: that i! Jon could come back 1t would be ior an
America where he and every citizen could sian g without irony "The land of
the Free and the Home o the Brave.”

(Father Morris remaris here con the tape: “Inserting here parenthetically,
Mra. Diniels told me later that her son Jon *ound difficulty with--or in {act
would not--sing that part oi the Nati onal Antkem where the reference is made
to "the Lané of the Free znd the Home of the Brave.” Now to somehow round
off the Chivago meeting a bit where subsequently following the preseatation
we heard Carter and then I spoke somewhat further about RSCRU and
the uture and then Jim Jones spoke about Chicago Freedom Movement, I will now
put on the tape heres for the Kennedys and fo. aayone up in Missachusetts, the
singing ol "We Shall overcome' 1t the dinnmer and then we'll go right into the

interview with Rlechard Marrisrue.]



