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Near Fredericksburg, VA  

November 28
th
, 1862 

 

Dear Brother: 

 

I received your letter about a week ago. I am much obliged for the pepper it was so scarce 

here that the boys have bought & begged it most all away from me. When you write again please 

send some more. I received your letter with 75 cts for which I am ever so much obliged I am all 

out again those that have money can’t get it changed so I am as well off as any If you can send 

me a little “scrip” it will do me a great deal of good. I expect to be paid off soon as they say a 

pay master is here but won’t be change I suppose you got the letter  
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I wrote the day it snowed asking for the Havelock please send it as soon as you can I want one 

with a long cape to keep my neck dry. The sutlers can’t come here so we shall be pretty hard up 

for anything in the shape of luxuries.  We came for this place week ago last Wednesday; I don’t 

know why we lay here idle perhaps we are carrying out part of a great plan to strike the death 

blow to the Rebellion simultaneously in several different places; I am inclined to think that 

Burnside is the man I have no doubt but that the President had good reasons for removing 

McClellan or he would not have done so. Longstreet is over the river I understand with a large 

force. I guess we can whip him  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



PAGE 3 

 

I have been over to the bank of the river so as to see the pickets of the enemy; Fredericksburg is 

quite a city it looks rather desolate now.  I want you to send me the weekly Journal evry week 

you sent me the Travelers of the 15
th
 inst please send me the next weekly daily papers here cost 

10 cts each  That book you sent I have not got yet perhaps the next mail will bring it I think I 

have got evry paper & letter you have sent Mrs. Choate wrote a letter months ago that I have 

never received when you send that Havelock is you can get a light, cheap one bladed pocketknife 

and put it in the bundle it will do me a great deal of good for I have none & can’t get any The 

suttlers sometimes have them but now suttlers can’t get here we are done Will you please make 

some inquiries if a box can be sent here  
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by express or any other conveyance. Can boxes be sent to the 5
th
 Mass they are in our brigade if 

they can why not to us I hear we can’t get any thing brought through if we are in winter quarters. 

By such a lot of wants I don’t want to think I am homesick not at all I am well & tough I had a 

good Thanksgiving supper we went off & bot some cabbage & potatoes & squash and had a nice 

boild dish The night before Thanksgiving I was hulling some corn in a little tin which I made I 

thought of you & Wm that you were standing in F.H. Market with your white frock on 

 

Nov 29 

 

I got a letter from Mary Ann this morning written the 24
th

 all well at home I received 

Wm’s letter Wednesday will answer soon Did you get that coat of mine you might as well have it 

& wear it. I want to send Emma something I intended to send her a ring but lost the mood I send 

her a D. so she can remember the Co. I belong to.  How does Mrs. Colby work the sewing 

machine if she has any trouble with it write me. 
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