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ATTACHMENT I 

Program of Study - Early Childhood Development and Program Planning Sheet 

 

Program of Study taken from KSC Catalog (http://www.keene.edu/catalog/)  

ESEC 100 INTRODUCTION TO TEACHING  1 credit 

Orientation to the teaching profession as a career choice. Current issues are explored through 

the voices and stories of teachers. KSC program requirements, teacher certification, and 

development of professional portfolios are introduced. Not open to juniors or seniors except by 

permission. Fall, Spring 

ESEC 150 DEVELOPMENT, EXCEPTIONALITY AND LEARNING I* 3 credits 

Development, learning, and diversity of children (birth through the primary grades) from 

developmental, special educational, and multicultural perspectives. Focus on interaction 

among children, families, and schools. Prerequisite: ESEC 100 (must be taken prior to or 

concurrently with ESEC 150). Fall, Spring, Summer 

ESEC 250 DEVELOPMENT, EXCEPTIONALITY AND LEARNING II 3 credits 

Development, learning, and diversity of children and adolescents (intermediate grades through 

high school) from developmental, special educational, and multicultural perspectives. Shifts 

perspectives from college student to beginning educator using a professional framework. 

Prerequisite: ESEC 100 and ESEC 150. Fall, Spring, Summer 

ESEC 281 EMERGING/EVOLVING LITERACY* 3 credits 

Practical approaches to creating literacy environments in which children can grow and develop 

as listeners, speakers, readers, and writers. Emphasis on addressing the diverse needs of 

learners using curricular and technological adaptations across the curriculum. Prerequisite: 

Admission to Teacher required of the instructor who will supervise the independent study. 

Repeatable to a total of 6 credits. 

ESEC 320 EDUCATION ENVIRONMENTS/PRACTICES 3 credits 

Teachers' roles, tasks, and responsibilities in designing, organizing, and managing delivery of 

instruction. Preservice teachers will examine authentic assessment (portfolio), uses of 

technology, structure of lessons and thematic units, and curriculum adaptations to 

accommodate diverse learners. Prerequisite: admission to Teacher Education. Fall, Spring, 

Summer 

ESEC 381 EARLY CHILDHOOD METHODS (BIRTH-AGE 8) 6 credits 

Developmentally appropriate content, materials, and methods of instruction for children birth 

to grade three. Explores various approaches to instruction, including adaptation for diverse 

learners, with emphasis on implementation during field placement. Co-requisites: ESEC 386, 

387. Prerequisites: admission to Teacher Education, ESEC 281 and 320 with grade of Cor 

better, MATH 171, 2.5 GPA for ESEC courses, academic major, and overall. Fall,. Prerequisites: 

ESEC 281 and 320 with a grade of C or better,MATH 172, 2.5 GPA for ESEC courses, academic 

major, and overall. Fall, Spring 
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ESEC 386 METHODS: FIELD EXPERIENCE 3 credits 

Participation in a classroom applying the methods, content, and materials covered in the 

appropriate methods course. Students develop an awareness of the teacher as a professional 

and of the requirements, numerous duties, and effort necessary for effective teaching. 

Corequisite: Methods. Prerequisite: admission to Teacher Education. Fall, Spring 

ESEC 387 CREATING SOCIAL CONTEXTS FOR LEARNING 3 credits 

Effects of social/emotional/behavioral development on children and adolescents and their 

ability to learn. Focus on prevention and intervention strategies to support learning success. 

Corequisite: Methods. Prerequisite: admission to Teacher Education. Fall, Spring 

ESEC 450 SEMINAR: EDUCATIONAL PRINCIPLES 3 credits 

Current social issues affecting education. Overview of influence of historical and philosophical 

perspectives on education. Focus on ethics, legal, and professional identity issues. Corequisite: 

Student Teaching. Fall, Spring 

ESEC 460 STUDENT TEACHING 12 credits 

Full-time placement in educational setting(s) appropriate to intended certification. Supervision 

provided by college supervisor and field-based professional towards mastery of principles, 

attitudes, and techniques for successful teaching. Graded Pass/Fail. Prerequisite: permission of 

Teacher Education Office. Fall, Spring 

 

In addition to the required ESEC courses listed above, all Early Childhood majors 

take the following two required courses as part of their General Education 

requirements: 

ENG 286 CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 4 credits 

Reading and discussion of representative works from the seven genres of children's literature: 

traditional, fantasy, modern realism, historical fiction, biography, poetry, and information 

books. Prerequisite: ENG 101. Fall, Spring 

MATH 171 STRUCTURE OF NUMBER SYSTEMS 3 credits 

Examines the structures and properties of mathematics while focusing on the development of 

problem-solving skills. Includes sets, functions, whole numbers, fractions, number theory, and 

integers. Intended for prospective elementary school teachers. Utilizes appropriate grade-level 

technology. Prerequisite: passing grade on the proficiency examination. Formerly MATH 101. 

Fall, Spring 
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As part of their General Education requirements and to meet state standards, EC 

majors usually select one of the following geography courses (we recommend GEOG 

105 but this does not fit in everyone’s schedule): 

GEOG 100 INTRODUCTION TO GEOGRAPHY 3 credits 

A systematic introduction to the discipline, designed to give the beginning student exposure to 

physical, cultural, economic, and cartographic aspects of Geography. Fall, Spring 

GEOG 101 INTRODUCTION TO WORLD GEOGRAPHY 3 credits 

A regional introduction to the physical and cultural geography of the world. This course 

includes curriculum and resource materials for teaching Geography. Students may not receive 

credit for both GEOG 101 and GEOG 105. Fall, Spring 

GEOG 105 GEOGRAPHY FOR TEACHERS 4 credits 

A combination of world regional geography (GEOG 101) and the five themes - location, place, 

human-environment interaction, movement, and region. Focuses a traditional university 

course to needs of students who will become teachers. Germane to elementary education and 

social science majors. Students may not receive credit for both GEOG 105 and GEOG 101. Fall, 

Spring  

As part of their General Education requirements and to meet state standards, EC 

majors usually select one of the following United States history courses: 

HIST 161 TOPICS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY I 

A systematic introduction to United States history before 1877, emphasizing major topics 

within a chronological framework. Topics vary with each instructor, but always include: Puritan 

and plantation colonies, formation of the United States, slavery and abolition, foreign relations 

and territorial expansion, the rise of mass politics, and the Civil War and Reconstruction. Not 

open to juniors and seniors except by permission. Fall, Spring 

HIST 162 TOPICS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY II 

A systematic introduction to United States history since 1865, emphasizing major topics within 

a chronological framework. Topics vary with each instructor, but always include: 

industrialization and labor, immigration, the growth of cities, nativism and extremism, 

segregation, civil rights, centralization of American life, and the rise of the United States as a 

world power. Not open to juniors and seniors except by permission. Fall, Spring 

 

Program Planning Sheet The Program Planning Sheet on the following pages is also 

available on line at:   http://www.keene.edu/aca/pps/pps0506/BS_ED_EarlyChildDev.pdf  
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