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Camp at Crab Orchard Ky. 

Sept. 12
th
 1863 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

 I sent a letter last Monday to Mary Ann and one tuesday with $5.  I hope you have 

received both.  I suppose Mary & Emma have gone to Boston, and you are probably alone and 

somewhat lonesome.  I have been expecting a letter for several days hope it will come to-night 

  

 I have seen a list of the drafted in H.  We got it night before last at Lancaster   

 

We Hillsboro’ boys had a joly time when Carlos Nelson’s name with Geo H Clark Henry 

J Burnham John A Hall John W. Bickford Hiram A Davis’ &c names were read.  There is one 

good thing it will take $300 out of some of them which all goes to help along the war.  Its a pity 

Wm. Clapp did not get a ticket.  We have been reckoning and don’t find but about 10  
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or 12 that will come, that is according to our guesswork.  I should like to have some good steady, 

fellows from H. come into our Co.  H. A. Davis means my 2d Cousin I suppose John Harriman 

must mean Sarahs Husband I suppose both will have to come, although they will hate too badly  

Hiram I don’t pity any Jhon, it will come hard for.  Tell him it is all right he will like it he must 

muster up good courage.  probably towns will help the wives and children of the drafted.  It 

looks to me as thought rebelion was fast playing out, I see by last nights paper Burnside had 

taken Cumberland Gap.  If the rebels would not fight there I don’t see where they would fight. 

 

 We were probably ordered to march so as to be a little nearer the scene of operations if 

needed but now I guess we shan’t go to East Tenn.  If we do go I know not when or how  I shall 

get my shirts if we remain here I can send for them  If Mary has not made the drawers 
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you need not now.  Please write me about the drafted ones at the bridge who will come 

 

 We left Camp near N. _ _ _ last Tuesday and have been three day marching the same 

distance we marched in 20 hours last June when we started for Vicksburg  We suffered much on 

account of the dust the heat  I don’t mind much in fact it is so much cooler than Miss that the 

hottest days here are not minded by us.  

 

 It is a good country through which we passed we got any quantity of apples peaches 

grapes &c.  I suppose James is now in New York city  I hope he will get a good chance with 

Atwood. 

  Sunday 2 PM, 13
th

 

 

I waited last night for the mail hoping to get a letter from you but not a letter, so 

concluded to wait till to-night and if none comes shall mail this.  I stopped writing yesterday as 

the heavy thunder in the west reminded me that rain was coming and so I  
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commenced preparing for it by pinning up holes and driving stakes in a few minutes the wind 

was blowing terribly fill the air with dust and leaves. in another minute the great hail stones were 

pattering on our canvas houses big as good sized grapes, the wind was threatening evry moment 

to uncover us with all our household goods but by hard pulling we kept our house on terre firma 

but the water was soon 3 inches deep all over the bottom we were prepared for that as our things 

had been packed up in the center on a few pieces of boards.  So a bunk we must have.  by going 

¾ of a mile we found boards these were lugged through the mud and by nine oclock we had a 

bed where no water cometh  Apperances are such that we expect an order to move south toward 

Tenn. evryday.  The meangerie can’t stop long in a place.  I send you my address so if any one 

wishes to write to me you can hand them the cards.  The cards I found in a nicely  

 

 

furnished and splendid house at Jackson  There was a nice piano in the room and an Ohio boy 

was playing “We will rally round the flag boys” but the mail has come and no letter  

So good buy 

 

From your affectionate  

Son 

W J. T. 

The mail which came to-day was a back one, letters mailed about July 1
st
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