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Bachelor of Arts in Music
Bachelor of Music in Performance
Bachelor of Music in Music Education



The Keene State College music faculty appreciates the opportunity to address several of
the issues raised in the Visitors' Report which warrant correction, clarification or

explanation.

BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE

The following explanation addresses the second (of two) Recommendations made by the
visitors in the final page of their Report (page 15).

Reference is made twice in the Report that the visitors "were not persuaded that the
BA degree was a true Liberal Arts degree . . . because of the small number of
courses outside of Music taken by the students” (page 1). The Visitors' Report later
states (on page 10) that the credits in each of our BA Specializations are included among
the Electives, which "bring the total required music units to 66-68 of the 120 unit
degree. The courses outside music are proportionately low (43%, rather than the
55-70% recommended by NASM)."

The Bachelor of Arts degree does in fact meet NASM recommendations with regards to
the proportion of courses outside music. The credits for each specialization are actually
included in the total music credits, not. in the elective credits. The total required music
units in the Bachelor of Arts degree ranges from 44 to 46 credits of the 120-credit degree.
The percentage of non-music courses is actually 62%, which is well within the NASM
recommendations for this type of degree program (see Attachment A).

BACHELOR OF MUSIC IN PERFORMANCE DEGREE

Again, there appears to be a discrepancy in the math. “Visitors found this degree to be
heavily weighted towards units in Applied Performance (42%, rather than the 25-
35% recommended by NASM).”  In fact, our Performance majors take 32 credits of
applied music study in their primary instrument, which is exactly 25% of the 127-unit
degree. Adding the required 4 credits of secondary applied study, it is still only 28% of
the degree requirements—precisely within the NASM recommended range (see
Attachment B).

Secondly, the Report states (also on page 10): “It is not clear how students in the
Instrumental Major satisfy both the standards for Technology and Performance
Literature, since the curriculum asks the student to choose between MU 211
(Introduction to Electronic Music) and MU 235 (Performance Literature). In all
other respects this curriculum appears to meet NASM standards.”

In Attachment B of this Response, one will see that instrumentalists do, in fact, take
BOTH of these courses--the curriculum does NOT “ask the student to choose between
them”.



BACHELOR OF MUSIC IN MUSIC EDUCATION DEGREE

While the visitors seemed to be quite favorably impressed with this program, their Report
identifies five areas that were unclear to them. We are happy to address each of these
issues:

(All options) “It is unclear how students are developing the ability to empioy the
common elements and organizational patterns of music in aural analysis.”

Students in a number of music classes are learning to employ a variety of aural

- analytical techniques. Here are some of the ways that aural analysis is taught at Keene

State College: In the four-semester Sight-singing curriculum (MU 161,162, 261, 262)
students develop skills and are frequently evaluated in melodic, rhythmic and harmonic
dictation, and in formal analysis both with and without the use of scores. In their
instrumental and choral conducting classes (MU 315, 316) students continue their ear-
training work and develop error-detection skills.

(Vocal option only) “It is unclear how students are receiving laboratory
experience in teaching beginning vocal techniques individually, in smail groups,
and larger classes.”

Students receive specific laboratory experience by teaching vocal techniques
individually in Vocal Pedagogy (MU 325). The whole class is, of course, focused on
how to teach vocal techniques. Specifically each student teaches a non-voice major
student in front of the class at various times throughout the semester for
approximately fifteen (15) minutes each. The class, and in turn its instructor, offers
feedback and helpful comments.

Students in General Music, K-12 (MU 355) are required to sing in either Concert
Choir or work with a 50-voice select Youth Chorus based at Keene State College. If
students choose the Choir, they work with small groups as section leaders. If
students choose the Youth Chorus, they serve as assistant conductors and demonstrate
vocal techniques in small groups. Additionally, each college student is assigned to act
as a mentor to a section leader in theYouth Chorus. The college student tutors the
younger singer in all facets of performance—most specifically in vocal technique.

Students in Choral Music Education (MU 358) prepare and rehearse choral works in
the classroom. They write lesson plans that include physical warm-ups, vocal
exercises that relate to a specific choral work, and proper rehearsal techniques.

This requires working with individual sections and the whole group.

(All options) “It is unclear how students are acquiring an understanding of
evaluative techniques and the ability to apply them in assessing both the musical
progress of students and the objectives and procedures of the curriculum.”



Every music education major completes an entire battery of no less than five courses in
Education/Special Education/Early Childhood prior to student teaching. These
courses are indicated with an ESEC preface to the course: ESEC 100: Introduction to
Teaching; ESEC 150 & 250: Development, Exceptionality & Learning I & II, ESEC
320: Education Environments/Practices, and ESEC 387: Creating Social Contexts for
Learning. In addition to these cross-disciplinary, generic courses taken by all education
majors regardless of major discipline, Music Education majors take four more courses
within our department. These courses focus specifically on music education issues,
K-12, and each includes the study of evaluative techniques. These are eventually
incorporated in a full semester of carefully supervised, full-time student teaching in
two assigned settings, one elementary and one secondary.

s (All options) “It is unclear how students are acquiring observation and teaching
experiences prior to formal admission to the teacher education program, ...
experiences supervised by qualified music personnel from the institution and the
cooperating schools.”

Again, field and “micro-teaching” experiences occur in at least two of the ESEC
courses (see previous paragraph above), in addition to those courses that are required
within the Music Department. Music courses in which these experiences continue are
General Music, K-12 (MU 355), Choral Music Education (MU 358) and Instrumental
Music Education (MU 360). In fact, the field experiences are quite extensive and are
spread out over the sophomore and junior years, well before the student teaching
sernester, and each is carefully supervised by two qualified music personnel from the
college, in addition to the respective cooperating schools’ teachers.

o (All options) “It is unclear whether students are provided opportunities for
advanced undergraduate study in composition.” (This opportunity is
recommended by NASM, but is not required for accreditation.)

Music Education majors are afforded opportunities for advanced study in composition
during their tenure at Keene State College. They can elect to enroll in Composition
Class I & II (MU 213 and MU 214), applied compesition (MU 301, 302 and 401),
and Counterpoint (MU 405), if destred.

Finally, the first (of two) recommendations noted in the final page (pg 15) of the
Report questions the “generous credits (4 units) awarded for 1 hour of applied
instruction in the B.M. Performance vs. 2 credits for 1 hour in the B.M. Music
Education.”

As noted earlier, in the first paragraph under Bachelor of Music in Performance degree,
(page 2 of the Response), the total number of units awarded in applied music (32 credits)
is well within the suggested parameters recommended by NASM. We, the full-time music
faculty at Keene State College, are in unanimous agreement, and we believe strongly that




the integrity of our Performance degree would be seriously compromised if we were to
reduce the number of applied credits to less than four (4) per semester. We further believe
that a clear distinction between the primary emphasis of the Performance degree vs. the
Music Education degree is most evident in the distribution of applied music credits.
Reducing the applied music credits in the Performance degree would diminish the
likelihcod of achieving our primary goal for that degree—i.e., for our graduates to be
competitive and prepared for admission to graduate schools across the nation.

Again, we thank the Commission for the opportunity to respond to the Visitors® Report.
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* Associate Professor I. Gladys Johnsen is currently on sabbatical leave and Assistant
Professor Maura J. Glennon is currently on a leave of absence. Though each is
unavailable to sign this document, they were both heavily involved with the planning and
writing of the membership renewal application. In fact, Dr. Glennon was the author of the
Self-Study Report.
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