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THE SAGA OF SEIMA: A TAPE RECORDING BY ESCRU

Recorded by: The Rev. Joba B. Morris,
Executive Director of ESCRU!

Introduction:

(8iaging)
Narrative

These are the people of Brown's Chapel (refers to singing groupin backsround),
Selma, Alabama. They are determined people. The freedomsng you hear now is being
sung at a mase meeting sometime between the atrocity of the Edmund Pettis Bridge on
March 7 and the begioning of the great merch to Montgomery on March 21.

I was in Selma on March 7. My nsme is The Rev. John Morris. I'm Executive
Director of The Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racizl Unity. It was just
coincidental that on Mareh 7 I flew over to Montgomery from Atlanta with The
Rev. Andrew Young of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. We drove on to
Selma, and there plans for the march were well underway. I offered to walk with
them, but Andy said to stay back and be of help in whatever phase followed. I
did share the press conference with some of the SCLC people, and it was my oppor-
tunity to tell the people there gathered around the parsonage steps and the press
that 1f the pople of Selma were not allowed to make their walk to Montgomery
beginning that afterncon, I was sure that we could call on churchmen from all over
the country to come and help them walk--to walk with them and for them. T dida't
know then what this would mesn and wbat the next three weeks would bring.

They went off some 000 stronz. Hosea Williams was selected by flipping a
coin to lead the march. Andy Young, Jim Bevel and T got in a car and went down-
town, parked near the bridge, and on the radio we heard the blow-by-blow account
of the enccunter on the other side, the encounter which rocked the nation and the
world as the pictures of brutality and tear gas went out on the wires that night
and the television the next morning and the newspapers. We couldn't see this on

the other side. We did see the marchers though streaminz up to the crest of

the bridge and coming back over. We went immediately back to Brown's chapel and
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there helped to minmister to the wounded. We carried ia young children who were
hysterical. We assisted old ladies who were weeping. We bandaged up heads which
were bloodied.

After the more seriously iajured bhad been taken to the hospital, we began to
discuss what kind of respoase would adeguately meet this awful thing that we had
witnessed. I suggested that we call for a ministers' march to Mentgomery, that
we call on the clergy of the naticn to come in representative fashion into help
bear this burden. After conferences on the telephone to Tr, King, the plan was
accepted, and Dr. King issued a call that Sunday evening. He said in the call in
part "No American is without responsibility. All are involved in the sorrow that
rises from celma to contaminate every creviece of our national life. The people of
Selma will struggle oo for the soul of the nation, but it is fitting that all
Americans belp to bear the burden. I call therefore on the clergzy of all the
faiths representative of every part of the country to join me in Selma." And the
call continued and set the date for Tuesday morning, March 9.

I withdrew to a motel in Selmas and began telephoning people around the
country, Episcopélians and some other deuominaticnzl people. The next morniog the
National Counﬁiléf Churches Commission on Religion and Race joined the call, and by
Tuesday moraing Lhere was an avalanche ' response. I had said that Sunday after-
noon as we'd made these plans that I thought perhaps we could get a bundred clergy,
and I felt sure we could get twenty Episcopalians. Instead, by Tuesday mcraiag,
March 9, there were about a hundred Episcopal clergy in Selma and hundreds others
from other churches, Jewish Rabbis, Roman Catholic clergy, persons of ne faith at
ell, distinguished educators, Bishops; the country had come +o Selma to show its
concern, to say that what bappeued Sunday must not happen again, anc 1f 1t happens
again we're prepared to have it happen to us.

You know the story that day. We walked together out over the bridge again

and confronted the troopers as the Sunday before, the people. of Selma had.
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There was ng alterdative but to turn sround. There'd teen a Federsl court order
against the march. We walked up to the point of confrontation with State authority.
We turned sround and went back to Brown's Chapel and had =zaocther mass meeting aod
Dr. King spoke. At that point I saw Bishop Fike. He came in. He had flown ino on
a charter flight from Louisiana where he had been speaking. He hadn't been sble

to get there im time for the march although he would have walked with us bad be
been there. Tt was good to have a Bishop of the church though speak at the mass
meeting to the pecple of Selma to assure them of the concern of people far and
wide and high and low. He was only opne of six bishops who came to Selma before the
ensuing three weeks were over. One of five hundred Episcopal clergy who czme to
Selm= to show the concern of the Episcopal Church throughout the country, even as
persons of all faiths and walks of life were coming to bring their concern. The
conscience of America responded.

On Sunday, March 14, a group of Episcopalians went to St. Paul's Episcopal
Church in Selma to worshbip. They were denied admission by 2 vestrymao who sald
that the white and negro clergy would be allowed in =and the white laity, but the
negro laity would be excluded. This is a part of the story of Selma, and a part
of the concern of this tape, but before we tell you more about that, we'll go to
Selma to Brown's Chapel to listen to extended excerpts Ifrom the tape I made on
my portable recorder of the mass meeting on Friday, March 19. Presiding at the
mass meeting is the Rev. Earl Neil, the Episcopal Priest from Chicago, who went
back to Selma after the March @ gathering at the request of ESCRU, and there became
one of the leadership persons primarily serviog to orient newcomers, new clergy
who came tc town. I'll tell you scmething as we go aloog of who is speaking 2od

what 1s bappening.

Mass Meeting, Browa's Chapel, Selma, 3/19/65

Singing: 'Freedom", "Jaccb's Ladder”
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The church was packed. T was perched up in a window, the cnly seat I could
Jind by the time I got there. The guality of the tape seems dubious considering
the circumstances--the circumstances in terms of those who were present is marvelous
tc behold, one of the most ecumenical services probably that's been held in recent
time. This particular evening the mass meeting had a vitality about it, a spirit
about it, that exceeded any I've been in over recent years in the South. An
Episcopalian couldn't help but be a little glad to see Father Neil up there presid-
ing.

(8inging continues)
The Rev. Earl Neil: Good evening, friends. We are opening mass meeting tonight
with a brief devotlon service. We call upon Father Don Clsrk of Tetroit, Michigan,

to lead us in the Invocation.

Morris: TFather Clark is a Roman Catholic Priest who says the Invocaticn.

Father Clark: Let us Pray. Ob Lord, Almighty God, in the beginning you created

all things and in it of your own divine perfections, andin the ecreation of man

who crowoned what you have done you have shown not only the richness of your diversity
but your great unity. By our sins that we have divided ourselves one from anocther,
brother hating brotber, and only you and your grace can reunite us. As we gather
here this evening, showing by our love for one another and by our fellowship that
love which you lotended always to exist among men, Crant that we may be recharged

ia our dedication to spread this unity to everyone. Take from our hearts resentment,
laziness, the spirlt of contentment and give us the spirit of prophecy, the spirit

of bravery, the spirit of consuming love.

Morris: thers spoke that evening, but we'll move now in here,Father Neil intro-

duced Bishop Meyers of Michigan.

Neil: ...words without action are totally ineffective...participation of bishops

in the movement, and we have on the platform now two bishops, and first of all T'd
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like to lntroduce the Bishop C. Kilmer Myers, who is the suffrazon Bishop of the
Episcopal Niocese of Michigan. Bishop Myers is on the board of ESCRU, Eplscopal
Society for Cultural and Racial Unity which is in part responsible for my being
here now, not that that is anything, but, you know, tc give this recomnition to

a board member. Here is then Bishop Myers.

The Rt. Rev. C. Kilmer Myers: Like the sister, I had no ides when T

arrived 1n Selma that I would be speaking at the gathering of any sort. My only
desire was that my wife who was with me to stand with you for & time, knowing that
the contiouing fight somehow had to be with you with the support that we can scmehow
muster in other parts of the country. Now I think that there are two Episcopal
Bishops who are here tonight who fortunately are not terribly wealthy. They may

be. But in some form or another we are here to stay. You see, althoughthe move-
meat bas the broadest aspects in meetings that you have all been engmged in, there

is a sort of a side issue which is going on here tonight in Selma and probably
tomerrow in the nature of somewhat of a family quarrsl. I don't expect we'll

lose the fight...(clapping) but, I think the thing I really want to say is that I

am overcome by your... We'!we been too little and too late in the church. But
somehow the people of Selma, the people of the other towns and the cities of the
South are going to renew us, and we owe this to you. We might as well say it tonight.
Because no white Christian, whether he's a bishop or the lowest member of a hierarchy
or even below that, no white churchman is going to be free until vou're free., And

if there is any group in Americs tonight which is enslaved, it is the white people.
In & way we white people ocught not {¢ be saying a word here tonight. We ought to

be gquiet, sileat. We ought somehow to learn from you, you the people of Selma,

and those who have jolned you from the South in this movement, we ought to be
learning the meaning of the words "courage and commitment and Christian diseipleship.”

And you're teaching us, and we thank God for you.
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Neil: ...The onext person, the other Bishop, who is here, Bishop Millard from
the Diocese #of California. Perhaps you remember that the march Tuesday, Bishop
Pike although he didn't join us for the mareh, did join us--he did postpone a
service in Louisisna to come here to Selma. And Bishop Millard is the Suffragon

Bishop of California.

The REt. Hev. George Richard Millard: Tt is a very great pleasur%tu be bhere.
Bishop Myers spoke of the dubious welcome...here tomorrow in Alabama. I ealled
Bishop Carpenter to extend my best wishes this#oruing, and T got the message
directly and personally (laughing)...go home! At a great mass meeting in San
Francisco last Sunday night while we were waitiong...of what the President would
have to say...Bishop Pike was asked to give an inveecation which he got slighiy
carried away with and asked that the L rd strengthen the spine of the President
of the United States sud got considersble ovetion for bis prayer (laughing)...On

Tuesday...

Morris: Father Neil now introduces the Rev. F. D. Reese, Head of the Dallas County

Voters League.

The Rev. F. D. Reese: Father Neiland all of our distinguished platform guests,
2ll of our brothers anod sisters, we are very happy again to see you tomight and
to be 2 part of the powerful witmesses of the experiences of this great day.

And you know, ...preparation for this great march which will begin oo Sund=y...

1 bave this notice in my hand, I want to read it. "All residents of Dallas County
who are twenty-one years of age and over who would like to march all the way from
Selma to Montgomery--that's all the way--you have to be at this church tomorrow
at 9:00 a.m. MNow this announcement comes from the committee.,.people with good
hearts, good feet (laughing); good mionds, people who are willing to go all the
way. You see, according to...we'll have sbout 300 pecple who will make the

march all the way toc Montgomery. Now we hope that when we get to Meontgomery the
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number will still be 300, so we want good persons who are physieally able to gzo,

meatally.....of course; you know Brother Wallace is still trying some tricks,
...And of course, if he's not trying them, he's getting bis lieutenant to try them.
+«..And they gave me ma injunction here, an injunction which prohibits the group
from....loitering on...specific...ground on the way to Montgomery. And one good
brother who owns some land down there I just got word might...on his plot of land,
and so he went to his attorneys I'm sure asod what have you and of course the...
Clerk of Court
from{...of Dallas County issued this writ of injunction. . So then I'm quite

sure Rev. Bell..... +If we can't sleep on the path out there, we might sleep on

the highway, I don't know.
Morris: Mr. Reese continues.

Reese: ...Selma was involved in a big movement. Did you go down to Selma to

see abbout all of those people down there? Well, they can read in the history
book and see the pietures of how the people in Selma were treated across the
Edmund Pettis Eridge on a certaio Sunday. Do you know about thit....? Did you

g0 down to see those people? T can see you now you know with your walking cenes...
Aod I can bear your voice trembling, talking to your grandchildren, saying yes,

I was there. And somehow that grandchild will get something from your very answer.
Because when they ask you that question, he'll be trying to find a way to find a
channel through which he can dirsct his own life, his own activities, andif my
grandfather went to Selma in 1965, whatever year it might be...Scmething within
bim would say, You've got to go. (clapping). ...And as I said before, you will
never know what it means, and T believe history will bear it out that you were an
integral part of a great hi?tmry-making movemeat, the Selms movement, and how

this +eeevsknew that Ourfi;ﬁz has followed far in seeing that every qualified

citizen would have & right to participaste in hiz govermmeat.
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Morris: Father Neil introduces the Rev. James Bevel now, Director of the Alabama

soject of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

Neil: ...has now become a flaming holocaust...I have the great privilege to intro-

duce to you the Tirector of the Alabama Project, the Rev. James Bevel.

The Rev. James Bevel:

#* % X K X KW F R X
Morris: And so you've been to mass meeting in Selma at Brown's Chapel. That was
Bishop Myers who said the Benediction. Tt's Friday night, March 15. Episcopalians
are concerned for what will happen the next day. We know that we've been denied
the use of the church, but it's our intention to walk or go nevertheless to 5t.
Paul's Episcopal Church in Selma2 and in some way represent even out on the sidewalk
the concern of churchmen across the country. Portions of the tape that follow are
what happened oa that Saturday, March 20. We walked out of Brown's Chapel about
+50 strong, led by Bishop Myers and Bishop Millard endeavoring to walk to St. Paul's
church where we would recite the Penitential Office. The next thing you hear is
a2 confrontation between Bishop Myers and Mr. Wilson Baker, Selma's Director of Public
Safety.

Bishop Myers: I see you every day in Detroit.

Mr. Wilson Baker: Well, I don't want to be here every day.
Bishop Myers: Well, we don't either.

Baker: Tlease back up into the church, sir.

Myers: We'd like to have freedom.

Baker: You've got freedom. You don't bave freedom in Detroit? You have to come

wn here to--7

Myers; We're figbting for it up there toco.
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Baker: I'm not interested in freedom or anything. (much laughing in the crowd).
I'm interested in protecting the lives of people in this city. (laughing continues).

You are the guests of this city.

Myers: Can we say our prayers right here?
Baker: You certainly may.

Myers; Will you join us?

Baker: T certainly will. I don't need a written prayer. I pray directly to my

owd God through Jesus Christ.

Morris: Bishop Myers, before cur prayers, I think that you might tell scme of
the people here why we wanted to go to S5t. Paul's. This is not Just a regular

march or aoything. Indeed it wesn't intended to be a march.
Baker: It is & march, and I cannot permit it for your own sake.

Myers: The Episcopal Church, as you know, officially states in its canon law

end 1n all of its public utterances that no ome shall be denied entrance to the
church to participate in any sacraments or rites whatscever. The Bishop of Alabama
and the priest of the parish of this--of the church in Selma has denied admittance
to the sacreaments of mea and women, priests and laymen who belong to the Episcopal
Church. This cecurred last Sunday. Acting upon this, the Episcopal Society for
Cultural and Racial Unity organized--or proposed rather--a service at St. Paul's
Church today. We requested the Bishop of Alabama for the privileges of the altar.
I myself sent him & telegram as a Bishop in this chureh asking him if I might use

an altar of the Episcopal Church, which is not just a chureh in Alabama.
aker: Don't talk to me, I'm not the Bishop. I'm not evea Episeccpalizn.

Myers: It might belp you to listen to it. And so, we ??fi refused this

by a Bishop of the Christian Church, and we are here because we don 't like this
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in the Episcopal Church, and we think that anybody and everyoedy ought to have
the right to worship and receive the sacraments of the Episcopal Church in Detroit
ino New York, Chicago and in Selma, Alabama. Amen. So let's say our prayers to

that end.

Morris: The Bishop is going to lead us.

Millard:
Mférd: Pass out as many of these leaflets as you can to the folks around please.

The minister and the people lead off on the first part of it. Have mercy (unison)

upon me oh God...

(Morris: Bishop Millard leads us in the penitential office.)

SIDE IT

Narrative on Visit to St. Paul's, Selma 3/21/65

Morris: On the other side of this tape, you heard something of the background of
things in Selma and we carried you through Saturday afternoon, Mareh 20 at a
Eucharist on the sidewalk in front of Brown's Chapel in Selma. You heard something
of the background of the situation in St. Payl's Church in Selma. The next day,
Sunday, March 21, seven of us, three clergy, four laymen, black end white, arrived
in front of St. Paul's at about ten mionutes to 11:00. Four or five vestrymen
immediately grouped themselves across the doorway and there we stood and talked
for twenty minutes. They told us it wes the policy of the parish to admit negro
and white clergy and white laity, but not negro laity. We talked with them about
the meral and theological implications of this. For the mwost part they ooly reiterated
the vestry policy, although one vestryman ia our discussion dig say that it was hiz
feeliag that even if negro Episcopaliaans moved to town, he felt that they should go
id start their own new congregation. Behind these vestrymen in the foyer in the
corridor...there was a stained glass window of our Lord and the caption underneath

"Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you."
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There was oo press there. It was a quiet sunay morning. We finally left. 4s

we drove down the street in a neighborhood that seems to have all of +he primary
white churches we saw around the doorway at each one...deacons or elders or vestry-
men. It seemed apparent they were all there Sunday morning guarding the church
from the church. That afterncon though our minds shifted now to the church militant
to the chureh iavolved and active. For this was the day of the great march, Sunday,
March 21. 8,000 or more strong we walked out of Selma over the bridge again for
the third time. This time unhindered, indeed protected, by national guardsmen and

& host of Federal people. Some of us walked eight miles that day. And theo 300
perscns walked all the way to Montzomery. They camped out several gights. The
marvelous thing about the involvement of churckmen in the Selma to Montgomery march
was not only the fact that so many were involved--countless numbers from allover
the country--but the magnificent was the fact that so many were also involved in
depth--serving quietly behind the scenes. We had clergy serving on the security
detail. It was their responsibility to set up the campsite every night and take

it down the next morning and move on to the next location and then to sit up all
night and guard the marchers from whatever they needed to be guarded from. Apnd
there was some Jesting that they guarded the marchers from the National Guardsmen
and some said the FBI guarded the National Guardsmen. But so it went. People
served quietly. They found a place. There were the clergy of ocurs from Pittsburgh
who found their nitch within the food service detail, and we'll hear scme of them
in just & moment. There were the clergy who served on the security, some of trans-
portation, some on cmmmunication;ﬁ--there was a layman from New York who came in
and dealt with public relations.ﬁﬂzrzas the wife of a priest from Chicago who dealt
with office procedures and administration. There was a priest also who drove trucks
all week long bringing in supplies and then he drove the trucks carryiag the portable
latrines from campsite to campsite. There they walked from Selma to Montgomery on

Monday and Tuesday and on Wednesday they got to Montgomery to the outskirts of the

city to the final campsite which was at St. Jude's Romsn Catholie Church where there
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was a complex of a school, a hospital and a church which had offered its freilities
for the use of the campers, and some of us compared this with the statement we'é
read in the paper only a few days earlier from the Episcopal Bishop who had told
all of the marchers to go home. It's true that practically all of the Bishops
and ecclesiastical heads did the same thing, but here we were received Wednesday
evening in Montgomery at 5t. Jude's where now even more persons came from all
over the country to be there for the finally encampment and then to be involved
in the final march a few miles to the State House on the next day. I walked
around the campsite there and it was very muddy and yet wasn't raininz. It had
been raining earlier that day. I walked arocund and talked with some of our people
who were there. You will here now my talking with the Rev. wWalter Parker Trom
Pittsburgh and the other perscns on the food detail, and you'll see the jesting
and the fun and fellowship which along with the serious commitment and the real
risks were to be found in Selma.

I T

Narrative on Danger and Death in Selma
It is now more than a week since James Reeb, one who eame to walk om March 9,

and he was attacked that same evening and died the following Thursday. And now

as T reccrd this, we konow of onme other, Viola Greg ﬁéi;giﬁf Detroit. Many peopls
will say that those who went to Selma went on a lark,for the fun of it, These
two persons have not died in vain. They are gymbolic of the nation's concern.
They are symbolic of the f?qt that all who went to Selma risked possiblity of
being James Reeb or Viclajééeéa. S0 while there was fellowship, fun, humor,

a6 always there is when Christians are together, it was also serious business,
and there was the seminarian who was slashed in the face, and theres were those
who were hit as well as those who died. And now we return to St. Jude's to the

vrogram for that evening to the singing of the National Anthem.



April 11, 1966

The Eev, Eruce Kennedy
128 Navy Road
San Fraacisco, Califoraia 9h12h

Dear Mr. Hennedy:

I write tu you with I'zzard to the tape which I believe
Joha Morris sent to JOu s0me time ln the early part of
March. T would appreciate it very much if you could
send that tave oo to me. It is very important that T
nave it as part of the background masterial for toe
writing of a boak about Jonathsn Daniels.

The publishers are breathing down oy neck at this
time, so that if you would give immediate attention
to this matter, I would be extremely grateful.

Siocerely,

vWilliam J. 3chaeider

Eplscopal Chaplain to

Harvard and Radeliffe
WJS:dl



THE SAGA OF SEIMA -13-

Morris: NARRATIVE ON VISITTIO ST. PAUL'S, SEIMA, 3/28/65
On the Following Sunday agroup of churchmen went back to St. Paul's Church

1 Selma and were received feor the first time. It was an integrated group. The_f

i/

vestry changed their policy. This became & first breakthrouzh in Selma f



